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With AN 3 containing ORIGINAL PAPERS, 


— cached 


. | 


DUBLIN : PRINTED FOR JOHN MILIKEN © 


LONDON; REPRINTED FOR J. WRIGHT, PICCADILLY» 


F 


9 * e 
* FP 


2 — — — . wo * . 5 * 2232 avs — 3 n . - E . n . : - - - &* : . . 
— 5 | —— . — 8 * .- VP" ayes —— —_ py — 1 * — * - —äů —— — —— k —— . - 
. — * . _ : Lo . . —— - —— 2 2 


— ** _— — — E 2 — 3 4 2 2 5 : . : : * / —_- : — ' 
3 . 0 i - N . 0 ” 4 ” S- 
= 


— —- 


— — — 
——.. T ͤönwb— — — ” a 889892 On > — A | 7 


: 4 re : 
2 N I WIR bs 
. g „ 


— 


Mathe PUBLIC. 


Tas very great importance of the eine or 
Ta zan 's SPEECH (which contained a COMPLEAT REPU- 


Taro of the calumnies ſo induſtrioſly propagated reſpect- 
Ing the conduct of Adminiſtration), induced the Government 


Printer there, to give it to the Public as ſpeedily as was con- 
 fiftent with the degree of accuracy, 1 — from a 
work coming from AUTHORITY. | 


It was a faithful copy of this publication which Mr. Jour 


n was wantonly pleaſed to call furious; though 


no firſt tranſcript, perhaps, ever bore greater marks of authen- 


ticity. Now, however, the /ame Printer, Mr ,Mittixzn, has 
publiſhed another Edition of this Speech; improved by the ſug- 

 geftions of ſeveral Gentlemen who heard it, and rendered, as 
far as human 3 can — it, a verbatim of — 5 


was ſpoken. 


As EVERY FACT, and very ARGUMENT, is 1 
and correctly given in the Speech I have already publiſed; 


I ſhould not have thought it neceſſary or expedient to re- 
print the one I now venture to lay before the Public, merely 


on account of its verbal improvements; had it not been fur- 


niſhed, at the ſame time, with an Ar PEN DIx of the utmoſt 


conſequence, containing References and State Papers, which 
coyld not be procured at the moment Mr. Mirrixzx publiſn- 


- ed his former Edition. 


Tf this be the Pamphlet Mr. SToc KDALE is about to re- 


print, it is well. The field is open to all; and his zeal in the 
cauſe which I conſcientiouſly eſpouſe would have had my praiſe, 
had he not made it a ſtalking-horſe to level his abuſe at me 


abuſe which I know not how I have provoked, unleſs by peace- 


ably and honeſtly following the fair line of my profeſſion. _ 
As the AyegNDix is conſidered of peculiar importance to 


the SyzECH, which it materially illuſtrates in ſeveral points, 
I beg leave to inform thoſe gentlemen who have purchaſed the 


former Edition, that they wy be ſupplied with it gratis. 


 PicecanilLy, 0 J. WRIGHT. 
Au, March 12, 1798, | | 
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- LORD CHANCELLOR 8 


* 7 * * 11 A. 


7 AM Kr to | have an \ opportunity of diſcuſſing | 
this ſubject with the noble Lord in this aſſembly; 
I know of none on which there has been ſuch a 
ſeries of ſtudied and perſevering miſrepr. ſentation, 
and certainly very liberal contributions have been 
made to the Common ſtock, under the ſanction or 
authority of the noble Earl's name. If we are 
to believe reports apparently well aut ee | 

which have been nearly avowed this night on his 
part, the noble Earl has twice brought forward 

this ſubje& in the Britiſh Houſe of Lords. His 

ficſt propoſition to that grave aſſembly was, to ad- 
dreſs his Majeſty to interpoſe his gracious and pa- 
ternal interference to allay the diſcontents ſubliſt- 

ing in the kingdom of Ireland, which threatened 
the deareſt intereſts. of the Britiſh empire. One 
principal ſource of Iriſh diſcontent he (tated to be, 
that the Iriſh Catholics inſiſted on their right of 

ſitting in both Houſes of Parliament, from which 

they are precluded by the ſtatute law of Ireland. 
Another cauſe of offence to the people, che noble 
Lord ſtated to be, that a Member of the Iriſh Houſe 
of 2 — had, upinyited and without any ap- 
B parent 
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ber in the other Houſe of Parliament had equally 
uninvited and without neceſſity, ſtarted up in Bis 
place, and pronounced a ſweeping condemnation 
on the North of Ireland. I will not take upon 
me to fay what might have paſſed in the Houſe 


putation thus caſt on one of its Members. The 
nable Earl, if we are to credit written and verbal 
reports, for the authenticity of which I can -in ſome J 
| fort vouch, has recently again brought forward 7 

| tie fame ſubject in the ſame aſſembly, when with- f 
out making a diſtinct propoſition upon it, he cer- 
iinly did in the acceptation of plain underſtandings | 
pronounce a ſweeping condemnation upon every 

, department of the flate, civil and military, in the 
kingdom of Ireland ; when he did in the accepta- 
"tion E. plain underſtandings repreſent the executive 

_ government as acting wantonly on a ſyſtem of in- 


inſtruments in carrying it into rigorous and unrelent- 


reſpect which I feel for the name and character 
of | a liberal. and high-minded gentleman and a 
gallant ſoldier, put it to the noble Lord's, good 
ſenſe on cool and mature reflection, upon what 


1 2 1 
parent neceſſity, ſtarted up in a debate and pro- 
nounced an abſolute interdiction on the hopes and 
pretenſians of Iriſh Catholics. . That another mem- 


of Commons, but I do, with perfect confidence, 
aſſure the noble Lord, that nothing has paſſed in | 
this Houſe, ſince I have had the honour of fitting 0 
in it, which can give a ſhade of juſtice to an im- 


ſult and barbarity again(t an innocent and un- 
offending people, and the army of Ireland as active 


ing execution. And let me here with the unfeigned 


principle 


"PR, ? 


te, he could feel himſelf juſtified in paſſing 
by this Houſe of Parliament, of which he is a 
Member, and making an appeal to the Britiſh 
Houſe of Lords; on a ſubject ſolely and exclu- 
fively cognizable by the Parliament of Ireland; 
let me put it to his good ſenſe, upon what prin- 
ciple he eould feel himſelf juſtified in preſſing 
the Briciſh Houſe of Lords tn addreſs his Ma- 
jeſty, to interpoſe the influence of the Crown 
eo allay diſcontents in Ireland, which he ftated 
io ariſe from the operation and effect of Iriſh ſta- 
i tures, an addreſs of the Britiſh Houſe of Lords to 
his Majeſty to interpoſe the influence of the Crown. 
eo procure a repeal of lriſh ſtatutes, of deep and 
| Wmomentous import to the conſtitution of Ireland. 
er me put it to his good ſenſe, if he has not 
een traduced, upon what principle he can juſtify 
MW raſh an ill-adviſed aſſertion, that a member of 
his Houſe had, uninvited and without neceſſi ity, 
e arted up in his place, and pronounced an ſweeping = 
ondemnation on the north of Ireland, and having 
ade the aſſertion, urge it as a ground for an 3 
f che Britiſh Houſe of Lords th his Majeſty, to 4 
terpoſe his authority againſt the effects of this ; 
ſſumed Parliamentary indiſcretion in a peer of Ire- 
and, or perhaps to prevent a repetition of it. And 
bove all, upon what principle he could feel himſelf 
Wltified in a ſtatement to the Britiſh Houſe of Lords? 
at the executive Government of Ireland had 
ght the ſoldiery to conſider and to treat the na- 
es of this country indiſcriminately as rebels, and 
nder ſuch to goad them with wan= 
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ton and inkasupEd inſult and barbarity. T hat 


Ireland, and enforced by the ſoldiery with unfeeling 
_ cruelty and inſult. That the infamous and deteſtable | 


been introduced into Ireland, where the unhappy 
natives were put to the torture, to extort from them | 


milies and immured in priſons, ignorant of their ac- } 


the period of their impriſonment, and the fate which 
avaited them. And that theſe complicated and un- 
- exampled exceſſes and extravagancies formed only 1 
a part of the ſyſtem acted upon by the executive Go- | 
vernment of Ireland, and encouraged by the Britiſh | 
Cabinet. And theſe virulent and diſtorred exagge- | 
rations have paſſed into general circulation through 
the medium of every diſaffected and ſeditious public 
print in Great Rritain and Ireland, under the prof- 


injurious charges ↄf tyranny, injuſtice and oppreſ- | 


nation, and againſt the Government and Parliament 
of Ireland; and in fo doing, I ſhall give the bel 
| anfwer-to every thing which has fallen from the 


[43 


the obſole te feudal» badge of ſervitude, the curfew, 
was now revived and eſtabliſhed in all its rigour in 


principles and proceedings of the Inquiſition, had 


a confeſſion of their own guilt or the guilt of others; 
where the unhappy natives were torn from their fa- | 


cuſers, and in a cruel ſtate of uncertainty as to | 


fered folenmity af the noble Lord's oath. It remains 
for me publicly a dd diftin&ly to refute the foul and 


ſion upon the people of Ireland which have been 
Atvanced againſt the Britiſh Cabinet and the Britiſh 


noble Lord this night.—It has long been the faſhion 
df this country to drown the voice of truth and 
* oy noiſe and clamour and loud and con- 
fiden 


J 


hat 


few, 
Ir in 
ling 


able 


had 


'PPY | 
hem | 
ers; 
r fa- 
r ac- | 
s to 
Fhich 
un- 
only | 
Go 
riciſh þ 
gge- | 
ough : 
ublic | 
prof- 
mains 
| and 4 
preſ- 
been 
ritiſn 


[#1] 
6dent aſſertions z and ſince the ſeparation of Ametica 
from the Britiſh empire, where the noble Lord well 


knows ſome Britiſh politicians had ſucceſsfully play- 
ed a game of embarraſſment againſt Lord North's 
' adminiſtration, they have been pleaſed to turn 
their attention to Ireland, as a theatre of political 


warfare, and to lend their beſt countenance and 


ſupport to every motley faction, which has reared 
its head in this country; to diſturb the publick 
peace for the moſt ſelfiſn and miſchievous purpoſes. 
When the noble Lord recommends conciliation as a 


remedy for the turbulent and diſtracted ſtate of this 


country, with all reſpe& for him, I muſt conclude, 
that his information flows from this polluted ſource. 
If conciliation be a pledge of national tranquillity 

and contentment ; if it be a ſpell to allay popular 
ferment, there is not a nation in Europe in which it 
has had fo fair a trial as in the kingdom of Ireland. 


For a period nearly. of twenty years, a liberal and 


unvaried ſyſtem of conceſſion and conciliation 
has been purſued and ated upon by the Britiſh 
| Government. Conceſſion and conciliation have 
produced only a freſh ſtock of grievances, and 
the diſcontents of Ireland have kept pace with 


her proſperity ; for I am bold to fay, there is 
not a nation on the habitable globe, which has 
advanced in cultivation and commerce, in agri- 


culture and in manufactures, with the ſame ra- 


pidity, in the ſame period. Her progreſs is now _ 


retarded, and it is a heart-breaking ſpectacle to 


Every man who loves the country, to fee it arreſted 
ny 
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only by the perverſe and factious folly of the people, 
| Rimulated and encouraged by diſappointed ſtateſ- 
men, Britiſh as well as Iriſh. When the noble Lord 
ralks of conciliation as the- certain means of tran- 
quillizing the country, I call upon him to ſay what 
ſecurity he can give us for the accompliſhment of his 
preſage. Does he ſpeak from experience? Evident- 
ly not; experience is againſt him. When Lord 
North opened the trade of the Britiſh colonies and 
Plantations to Ireland, Parliament declared itſelf 
fully gratified in terms of warm and affectionate ſa- 
tisfaction; and be it remembered that ſome of the 
| loudeſt modern declaimers in the Britiſh Parliament 

for Iriſh emancipation, did then oppoſe this firſt re- 

laxation in the fyſtem of commercial reſtrictions, | 


impoſed by Britiſh ſtatutes upon Ireland, at the Re- 
volution. In a few months, however, the voice of 


indignation and complaint was again heard in the 


Iriſh Houſe of Commons, and although the en- 


croachments on our conſtitution and its defects. 
which were then complained of, were generally ad- 
mitted to exiſt, a conſiderable majority in both 
Houſes of Parliament thought it unwiſe and j impo- 
eic to bring them forward in terms of anger and 
| apparent hoſtility to Great Britain, more eſpecially 
at a time when ſhe laboured under the preſſure of an 


extenſive and calamitous war. An appeal was then, 
for the firſt time, preferred from the deciſion of Par- 
liament to the armed Majeſty of the People, and 
without any form or ſolemnity of trial, or delibera- 
tion, ge * of Leland who heſitated to 

declare 


1 * 
© A. 


17 1 


| declare open war r againſt the Parliament of Great | 
Britain, was denounced as an enemy to his country, 
by that candid and auguſt tribunal. However, on 
a change of adminiſtration in 1782, the Britiſh Go- 
vernment determined to accede to the demands of 
Ireland, and adopted a proceeding which, of all 
others, ſeemed to be the moſt flattering and concili- 
atory to the Parliament and People. The Duke af 
Portland, by the King's command, ſent down a meſ- 
ſage to both Houſes of Parliament, That his Ma- 
; jeſty was concerned to find that diſcontents and je- 
louſies prevailed amongſt his loving ſubjects of Ire- 


land on matters of great weight and importance, and 


— recommending that the ſame might be taken into ſe- 


|  rious conſideration, in order to ſuch final adjuſtment 


as might give mutual ſatisfaction to Great Britain 
and Ireland.” If ever there was a proceeding de- 
viſed, which might afford a rational hope of quieting 
the apprehenfions and relieying the exigencies of a 
diſtreſſed country, it was this appeal to their own 
teſtimony, for a knowledge of their complaints, to 
defire them to come forward and to ſtate the meaſure 
of their calamities, and the beft expedient for the 


relief of them. And accordingly the meaſure of 


conceſſion and conciliation, demanded of Great 

Britain, for the final adjuſtment of all political 
controverſy between the two kingdoms, and for 
their mutual and laſting ſatisfaction, was framed on 
the declared ſenſe of the Iriſh Oppoſition-Cabinet; 

for on looking into the Journals it will be found, 
a the addreſſes in anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious 
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gracious and conciliatory meſſage, were moved 


and voted by way of amendment, propoſed by. 


the leaders of the popular cauſe in both Houſes 


of Parliament, And the. noblemen and gentle- 
men who undertook the office of pointing out 
the grievances of Ireland, for a redreſs which 
| was to lead to a final adjuſtment of all politi- 
cal diviſions between this kingdom and Great 
Britain, confined them, To the uſurped claim 
of the Britiſh Parliament to make laws for Ire- 
land: to the appellant juriſdiction exerciſed by 
the Britiſh Houſe of Lords: to the practice of 
ſuppreſſing Bills in the Council of Ireland, or of al- 
tering them any where, and to a Perpetual Mutiny | 
Law.” In the progreſs of the fame Seſſion, a com- 
munication was made to both Houſes of Parliament, 
in a ſpeech from the Throne by the Duke of Port- 
land, e that the Britiſh Parliament had paid imme- 
_ diate attention to our repreſentation, and that his 


Majeſty would graciouſly give his Royal Aſſent to 


ſuch Bills as might be neceſſary to give them fult 
_effet.” To this communication, an anſwer was 
made by an Addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament 


to his Majeſty, and to the Duke of Portland. This 
Addreſs was alſo framed by the Cabinet of Oppoſi- 
tion, The noblmen and gentlemen who had origt- 
nally taken upon them the office of pointing out the 
conſtitutional grievances of Ireland, were the movers 
of it, and did with peculiar eloquence expreſs the 
acknowledgments of the Parliament and People of 


— . for the prompt and dignified attention 


_ 


171 


which had been paid to their repreſentations. In 
the Addreſs moved by them, and adopted by both 
Houſes, they aſſured his Majeſty, that © We were 
fully ſenſible of the magnanimity of his Majeſty, 
and of the wiſdom of his Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, in ſeconding his Majeſty's moſt gracious in- 
tentions to this kingdom, without any ftipulation 
or condition whatſoever, and that his Majeſty might 
bave the firmeſt reliance upon the faith, generofity and 
bonour of the Iriſh nation. That as it is their un- 
| doubted intereſt, fo it is their warmeſt wiſh, to promote 
and perpetuate the harmony, ſtability and glory of the 
Britiſh empire; and that the ſame ſpirit which induced 
them 10 affert their right to ſhare the freedom of Great 
Britain, will confirm them in a determination to ſhare 
her fate alſo, ſtanding and falling with the Britiſh 
| nation.” The Commons went a ſtep beyond this 
Houſe : they aſſured his Majeſty, © that from thence= 
| forward no conſtitutional queſtion could by poſſuility 
ariſe to interrupt the harmony ſo bappily eſtabliſhed be- 
| tween Great Britain and Ireland,” and voted the 
enormous ſum of fifty thouſand pounds, out of the 
public purſe, as a gratuity to the Gentleman who 
had thus pledged himſelf and pledged Parliament to 
a final ſettlement of conſtitutional grievances be- | 
tween the two countries, a ſettlement ſo complete : 
and ſatisfactory, as to render a revival of political or 
conſtitutional controverſies utterly impoſſible. This 
Addreſs was echoed with unbounded applauſe from 
end to end of the kingdom, and the founders of the 
| new Iriſh Conſtitution, Were, or the ſhort period of 

| e a few 


a few weeks, the idols of the People. Unſortu- 
end. A Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed ability diſco- 


did not contain a renuaciation of the principle 
Which had been declared; from whence he argued, 


Iriſh nation had been duped by the Britiſh Miniſter 
and Parliament, and that the noblemen and gentle- 


5 quieking in the deception, muſt be conſidered as ac- 


from it, immediate and general aſſent was given, 
and a gentleman who had been raiſed to the pinnacle 


pular -execration, and was loaded with foul and moſt 
unmerited calumny and abuſe, for no other reaſon 


10 Þ 


nately, in that ſhort interval, all harmony was at an Fit it 
that al 
tion, ! 
be rer 
ſimple 


renun 


vered, that the fmple repeal of a declaratory law, 


that our new Conſtitution was a bubble, that the 


orols 
have 
Mmore 


fallen 


ing tl 


7 who had undertaken Iriſh emancipation (it was i 
his period I think the pirate got into uſe) ac- | 


eomplices in the. treachery of Great Britain. To | 
this abſtract propoſition, and to the inference drawn 


and 
Eds, 
At t 
ſrco 
of popular favour and app! 'auſe, for acknowledged | 
public ſervices, inſtantly became the ſubject of po- 1 


our 
bad 


men 


than his refuſal to concur in committing the Parlia- = 
ment of this country im a quarrel with the Britiſh aut 
nation, upon this abſtract rule of interpretation ble 
 Which-was aſſumed to apply to all declaratory ſta- aus 
tutes, and to eſtabliſh unequivocally the inſincerity ſou 
of Great Britain. It is not neceſſary now to examine * 
the merits of the abſtract legal queſtion, but this I inf 
do not cruple to ſay, that nine hundred and ninety- de 
nine men in one thouſand, who fo loudly con- & 
demned the act of Simple Repeal, were utterly in- the 
capable of forming an opinion on the ſubje& ; and fo 


that 


4 0,3 
| that if from the fare authority they had deen told; 
that an act of Renunciarion was an inſult to the na- 


tion, inafmuch as it implied an exiſting principle to 
be renounced, the men who fo loudly condemned a 


6 ſimple repeal, would have been equally noiſy ag inſt 
renunciation. But J ſhould have hoped that this 


groſs and glaring inſtance of popular levity would 
have taught the ſober part of the community, and 
more eſpecially the gentlemen who had well nigh 
fallen victims to it, the imminent hazard of inflam- 
ing the popular mind upon abſtra& political topics, 
and of making appeals to the majeſty of the people, 
for the redreſs of ſpeculative political grievances. 
At the fame period the majeſty of the people was a 
ſecond time affronted. We had in the warmth of 
our gratitude, and before the ſimple. repeal bubble 
had been diſcovered, voted away almoſt every regi- 
— ment of infantry on the Irith eſtabliſhment, for the 
HH {rvice of the Empire, inſomuch that there were 
not ſoldiers: left in the country for common garriſon 
duty. The Duke of Portland, with no other poſſi- 
ble view than to provide for the neceſſary ſervice of 
ita- ME OS is ts 15 3 TY 
the kingdom, on terms the moſt economical, raiſed 
four provincial regiments to be diſbanded at the con- 
cluſion of the war. This was conſtrued to be an 
W inſidious ſcheme of the Britiſh Government, to un- 
dermine the popular inſtitution of Volunteers. If 
ſo many regiments of the line had been raiſed, and 
the eſtabliſhhment had been incumbered with half-pay 
for the officers, I preſume the majeſty of the people 
n not hre been offended; but a fencible regi- 
C2 ment 
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ment was new in Ireland, and without further en- 
quiry or conſideration, this neceſſary act of public 
duty, adopted by the Duke of Portland upon a mere 


princ ple of public economy, was generally and 
loudly condemned as a freſh inſtance of Britiſh | 
infincerity. It happened ſoon after the Duke of 
Portland had quitted the Government of this 
kingdom, that the Judges of the Court of King's 
Bench, at Weſtminſter, gave their judgement up- 
on a record removed by writ of error brought | 
there, from the King's Bench of Ireland; and no WW 
man who knows the law will ſay, that they could | 
| have done otherwiſe. They found a record removed 
into their Court by authority of the King's writ, | 
and findidg it there, they could not avoid giving 
judgment upon it. This however raiſed a new fer- A 
ment in Ireland, and this judicial act of Lord Manſ- i 
field and his brethren, was repreſented here as a 3 
direct violation of Britiſh faith, and an open and 
unequivocal attack upon the Iriſh conſtitution. 
Lord Buckingham was then Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and although I was not then a ſervant of the 


C rown, having lived in early habits of friendſhip 


and intimacy with him, I can from my knowledge 
ſtate, that with a firm conviction that Great Britain 
had always intended, fully, fairly, and unequivo- 


cally to renounce all legiſlative and judicial autho- 
rity over this country, he felt the warmeſt anxiety 


to fatisfy the people of Ireland that their ſuſpicions 


were unfounded ; that whether the a& by which the 
Britiſh Parliament yielded their legiſlative claims, 
| was 
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was an act of fimple repeal, or an act of renuncia- 
tion, they might and ought to place full and firm 
confidence in the faith and honour of Great Britain 
as their beſt ſecurity ; but it was ſtated to him that 
there were Britiſh ſtatutes unrepealed made for the 
protection of trade, particularly to the Eaſt Indies, 
by which penalties were inflicted upon Itiſh ſubjects 
for breach of them committed in this country, and 
that ſuits for the recovery of theſe penalties, were, 
by the ſame ſtatutes, recognizable in the King's ſupe- 
rior Courts at Weſtminſter ; and it was ſtated to him 
that the mere repeal of the declaratory act of the 
6th Geo. I. would not be ſufficient to bar any ſuit 
which might be ſo inſtituted, but that an act of re- 
nunciation would be conſtrued by the Engliſh judges 
as à virtual repeal of all laws theretofore made which 
imported to bind Ireland. Lord Buckingham there- 
fore plainly ſaw that ſuch an act was neceſſary for 
the peace of both countries, and warmly recom- 
mended to the Britiſh Government to have it pro- 
poſed in Parliament. Accordingly a Bill was intro- 
duced into the Britiſh Houſe of Commons I believe 
by his brother, now Lord Grenville, which paſſed 
into a law without oppoſition, renouncing in terms 
the moſt ungquivocal all legiſlative or judical autho- 
rity in Ireland, declaring the right of the people of 
Ireland to be bound only by laws enacted by their 
Parliament, and barring all wrics in error or ap- 
peals from judgment or decrees of Ireland, to any 
Britiſh Judicature; and I very much fear there are 
men in this country, who never have forgiven Lord 
Buckingham 


E 


Buckingham for the part which he took, in adviſing 
a meaſure ſo neceſſary to the prace of Great Britain 


and. Ireland. It might reaſonably have been expect- 


ed that the people of Ireland, being gratified on the 
point of renunciation would have taken breath, and 


ſuſpended at leaſt their conſtitutional labours. But 


the moment the act of renunciation was obtained, a 


new grievance occurred, and it was diſcovered that 
in order to ſccure the new conſtitution of Ireland, 


it was neceſſary to alter the frame of the repreſenta- 
tive body by which in effect it had been eſtabliſned; 


and the people being then ſelf arrayed and armed, 


after due deliberation, it was determined to elect a 


military convention to meet in the metropolis, as 


the ſureſt, moſt efficacious, and conftitut ional or- 
gan, through which to convey the ſenſe of the na- 


tion upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. This 


Convention affembled with conſiderable military -4 


pomp and parade at the City of Dublin, and having 


aſſumed to itſelf ali the forms and functions of a 
Houſe of Parliament, a Bill for the Reform of the 
Repreſentation of the P eople was regularly preſent- 
ed, read a firft and ſecond time, committed, re- 

- ported, and agreed to, and being engroſſed, was 

| ſent at the point of the bayonet by two. Members of 


the Convention, who were alſo Members of the 


Houſe of Commons, to be regiſtered by that Aſſem- 


bly. The Houſe of Commons treated this inſult 


with the indignant contempt which it merited, and 


the men who had been betrayed into ſuch an act of 


contumacious * awed by the rebuke which they 


received 


— 


received from the Houſe of Commons, and by the 


firmneſs of Lord Northington, diſperſed and return- 
ed to the places from whence they had come, many 
of them much aſhamed of their raſhneſs and intem- 


perance. And be it alſo remembered, that one of 
the loudeſt modern declaimers in the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment for Iriſh emancipation, was then a Cabinet 


Miniſter of Great Britain, and that he did ea, 


with all the energy and ability which diſtinguiſh 


him, moſt emphatically ſtate his opinion to Lord 


Northington, that the exiſtence of legitimate go- 
vernment in Ireland, depended on the diſperſion of 
this Convention, and that her connection with the 
Britiſh Crown depended on preſerving the frame of 
the Iriſh: Houſe of Commons as it then ſtood, unal- 


tered and unimpaired. After the diſperſion of this 


| Military Convention, we had 4 ſhort reſpite from 


popular ferment on the ground of - conſtitutional 


_ grievances, but a new topic of diſcontent was ſtart- 
cd. It was . diſcovered that the manufactures of 
Great Britain were imported into this country upon 
terms which gave them a preference in the Iriſn 
market,—a preference by the way which ſuperior 


excellence alone can give them, and the remedy pro- 


poſed for- this grievance was, that we ſhould com- 


mence a war of prohibitory duties, although it was 
notorious that the balance of trade between Great 
Britain and Ireland was very conſiderably in our fa- 
vour, and that if the Parliament of Ireland had 


been ſo infatuated as to yield to popular outery upon 


this ſubjeR, we had not the means of manufacturing 
woollen 
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woollen cloth in this country, nearly ſufficient for 
the uſe of its inhabitants. The diſcuſſion of this 
. queſtion, however, led to the memorable treaty in 
+. = 1785, if I may fo call it, between the Parliaments 
b- 8 of- both countries, for a final adjuſtment of the com- 
mercial intercourſe between this country and Great 
Britain, and the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, 
vhen a fair and liberal offer was made by Great Bri- 
tain to open her markets, and to ſhare her capital 
with this country; to give to Ireland a perpetual | 
right of trading with her colonies and plantations 
upon the terms only of our adopting the laws which 
| ſhe enacts for regulating her navigation and trade 
i with them. This offer was wiſely rejected by the 
— -fa6 | Fiſh Houſe of Commons, under a filly deception | 
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put upon the people of Ireland, who were taught to 
uy believe, that the offer thus made to them was an in- 
8 | fidious artifice of the Britiſh Miniſter to revive the 
_—_ legiſlative authority of the Britiſh Parliament, which 
T.. had been ſo recently and unequivocally renounced, 
It and under this groſs and palpable deception were 
ite ſolid intereſis of Great Britain and Ireland, their 
Ws mutual peace and harmony, and indiſſolvable con- 
_— nection ſac: ificed in the Houſe of Commons of Ire- 
5 | land, on the altar of Britiſh and Iriſh faction. If 
:. 8 any thing could have opened the eyes of the nation 
of 1 what paſſed within two Seſſions from 1785, ought 
3 to have expoſed the dupery practiſed upon them at 
that period. In the interval, Great Britain thought 
it neceſſary to extend the principle of her navigation 
acts to ſhips Britiſh and Iriſh built; and in 1787, 
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the Parkament of Lreland did without hefiration 
adopt this new act of navigation, and declared all 
the former Britiſh acts of navigation to be of force 

in this country, a poitit which ſome perfotis had be- 
fore that time affected to queſtion. And there is | 
no real friend of Ireland who can doubt that it 8 
her intereſt to follow Great Britain in her code of 
Navigation Laws; there is no real friend of 
Ireland who can doubt that it is her intereſt. to 
follow Great Britain in her Code of Laws for 
regulating her Trade wich the Britiſh colonies 
and plantations, for on no other terms can we 

de permitted to trade with them. There muſt be one 
| ſyſtem of imperial policy throughout the rid 
empire, and if we are to remain a part of it, it 
idle to ſuppoſe that the Parliament of Treland ean 
ever enact laws in oppoſition to any principle of 1 80 
Fu pohcy adopted by Great Britain. N 
Unhapily in 1789, a new occaſion "wa 
upon | which the Parliament of this country 
thought fit to act upon the moſt critical im- 
perial queſtion which could have ariſen, not only 
without regard to what had paſſed upon the ſame 
ſubject in Great Britain, but with direct and avowed 
hoſtility to the Parliament and Government of 
that country. 1 als by the events of that difaſ- 
trous period, and ſhall only fay, that the-intem- 
perate, illegal, and precipitate conduct of che Iriſh 
"Houſe of Commons upon that critical and momen- 
tous occaſion, has, in my opinion. in all its conſe- 
228 quences, Tien to its foundations our boaſted con- 
==> qo and ee contributed to bring this 
D country 


3 


eountry into its preſent dangerous and alarm- 
ing ſituation. It is in the recollection of us 
19 all, that at the concluſion of the ſeſſion of 1789, 
14 ps: nothing was left untried by Lord Buckingham | 
to reſtore peace, and to conciliate thoſe who had 
t cted with marked perſonal hoſtility to him, ſo 
+. flar as he could go without a breach of public duty. 
Ik he was capable of harbouring private reſcntment 
or unprovoked perſonal. injuries offered to him, 
4 Ii he had the magninimity to facrifice his feelings to 
an anxious ſolicitude for the peace of Ireland; and 
Is have often lamented that his efforts proved un- 
| ſucceſsful, and that he was compelled much againſt 
TY | his will, to diſplace ſome old ſervants of the 
mn Crown who had oppoſed his Government with 
+ warmth, and not only avowed their determination 
do perliſt in the ſame oppoſition, hut declined with 
_— "44 ſullen men even to hold communication with 
FW #8 him. And if the confidential ſervants ol the Crown 5 
“wdgæ re to oppoſe bis Majeſty s Government, and to de- 
—_ A<cine all communication with his Miniſters, I am 
at a loſs to know how it can exiſt. The firſt ſtep 
which was taken in conſequence of. this political 
EE - ſchiſm by gentlemen who had beep the ſole authors 
43 s of f it, was to found a political club for the reform- 
"-- ation of alledged public abuſes and political grie- 
_ vances. The firſt ſociety of that claſs which I be- 
1 4 lieve had exiſted in this country; certainly it is 
0 the firſt within my memory. This political inſti- 
| / tution - was announced to the world by 2 manifeſto 
+: ſigned and counterſigned, in which the Britiſh Go- 
. " yernment was charged in direct terms with a deli- 
| af berate 
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1 0 ſyſtematic conſpiracy to ſubvert the liz - 
berries of Ireland. The . baſis of it was, a ſolemn - 
reſolution to preſerve the conſtitution of the realm 

as ſettled by the revolution in Great Britain and 
Ireland in 1688, and re-eſtabliſhed in Ireland in 
1782; and all perſons of congenial ſentiments and 
principles were invited to repair to the ſtandard 
thus raiſed for the protection of the conſtitution aa 


meaſures propoſed by this ſociety in this their firſt 
manifeſto were, as I recollect, a pl-ce bill, a pen- 


meaſures which I have ſeen reſiſted warmly by | 


Houſe of Commons. In the fucceeding feffions 
of Parliament, they were brought forward fucceſ- 


peatedly rejected; the place bill then propoſed, was 
nearly a tranſcript of that which has ſince been 
adopted; the penſion bill authoriſed an applica- 
tion of eighty thouſand pounds yearly by the Crown 
to penſions; and would if then adopted, have been 
the ſole appropriation of the Public Revenue in Ire- 
land; and the reſponſibility bill, as it was called, 
would have conſtituted an executive directory, by 


fers, wich ful power to controul the Crown in the 

exerciſe of its vital functions; but in difcuſſing the 
merits of theſe bills, the debates of the Houſe of 
Commons vere conducted with a degree of heat 
and acrimony utterly. unbecoming the gravity and 
Lecorum of a legiſlative aſſembly, If we are to cre- 


fion bill, and what was called a reſponſibility bill; 


ſome members of this ſociety when I fat in the 


ſwely and repeatedly, and were ſucceſſively and re- 


erecting a commiſſion compoſed of five public of 


„„ 

dit the Newſpaper reports of the debates which 
were Carried on in that Houſe at this period, they 
exhibit, a_ ſeries of coarſe and acrimonious, and diſ- 
_ guſting invective, fuired only to the meridian of 
i Billingtgate, and uiſplayed to che people a picture 
__ of their repreſentatives from their own pencil, little | 
' lated: to inſpire them with confidence or re- 
1 ſpect. What was the conſequence? The people 
if. 00 ſoon ſubſcribed to the opinions which their Repre- 
' ſentatives had promulgated, and gave them all full F 
.: 1:1 credit for the villainous charges which they had | 
> on advr need againſt each other; they had been taught 
„1 do believe, as often as the political views of con- 
tending parties were anſwered by the ſuggeſtion, 
= that Great Britain was the natural rival and ene- 
i my of this country; that ſhe was infincere in all 
= the conceſſions which had been made to Ireland, 
a and waited only an opportunity to recal them. 
4 "f bl That our connection with the Britiſh Crown, was 
6.0 4 A ſource of national depreſſion, and finally that 
5 2. deliberate and fyſtemaric conſpiracy had been 
wo ſormed by the Britiſh Government to ſubyer i 
: i the liberties of the Iriſh nation. For the truth 
- of theſe aſſertions let me refer: every Uiſpaſſ-| 
. donate man to the detail with which 1 have al- 
wy ready troubled - your - Lordfhips, and for their 
wiſdom, to ſubſequent events - intimately - con- 
nected with them:—to a ſelf-degraded: 'Houſe of : 
"Commons the people were not likely to appeal for i 
conſpiracy, formed to ſubvert their liberties. In * 
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political club compoſed of ſome of the raging 1 
members of that aſſembly, they could not be fup= 5 
poſed very forward to put implicit confidence, and 
therefore, with minds enflam ed againſt the Britiſh 
name and nation, they looked to political clubs of 
| their own; not to procure a place bill, or a penſion. 
| bill, or a reſponſibility bill, but to cut off the 
ſource of all paſt and future aggreſſions, by ſubvert» 
ing the monarchy, and ſeparating this country for 
ever from Great Britain. The corner ſtones of this 
wiſe and ſalutary project were, “ Catholic Emanci- | 
4 pation and Parliamentary Reform ;”” which with 
a little foreign aſſiſtance, when the country ſhould 
be ripe for it, it was hoped, would infallibly enſure 
its ſucceſs. Accordingly, in the year 1791, a new 
political club was formed in the metropolis, con- 
nected at its inſtitution with ſimilar affiliated clubs ar 
| Belfaſt and Cork, which was alfo announced by a 
| manifeſto directed, not againſt Britiſh miniſters, but 
againſt the Britiſh nation, ſtating what was felt as 
the real grievance of Ireland, and known to be i its : 
effectual remedy, & That Ireland had no national | 
government, that ſhe was ruled by Engliſhmen and 
the ſervants of Engliſhmen ; filled in commerce and 
politicks with the narrow prejudices of their coun- 
try. This is the grie vance; now mark the reme- 
dy. — After ſcouting the meaſure of place bill, re- 
 Þponſfibiliry bill and penſion bill as utterly inadequate 
to the diſcafe, they reſolve that, to cut it up by the 
root, the repreſentation of the people muſt, be re- 
bormed * a general extenſion of the clective fran- 
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chiſc, and that a" general union amongſt all the- 


people was eſſentially neceſſary to counteract the 
vVveight of Britiſh influence. To effect which Union 
againſt Great Britain, an abolition of all religious 
diſtindions i in the ſtate was indiſpenſible.— An appeal 
followed to the volunteers of Ireland, beſceching 


them to reſume their arms, and to eſtabliſh in fact, 
as they had in theory reſtored, the independence of 1 
Ireland, and a general recommendation to form 
fimilar ſocieties in every quarter of the kingdom, ſor 


the promotion of conſtitucional knowledge, and 
the diſſemination of genuine whig principles. The 


object of this political aſſociation ſeems to be un- 


: equiyocally avowed in this their firſt manifeſto. 
However a full explanation of it by the author has 


been twice verified on oath before a ſecret commit- 


tee of this Houſe ; in which it is diſtinctly avowed 


that this Iriſh Union was originally projected by Mr. 


Tone, who is now a fugitive for treaſon, for the ſole 
purpoſe of ſeparating this kingdom from the Britiſh 


crown; and the ſame project is even more diltinctly 


avowed in the paper quoted by che noble Baron 


who ſpoke ſecond in the debate. Immediately a | 


general outcry was raiſed of commiſeration and love 


for the Catholics of Ireland; in which, for the firſt . 


time ſince the Reformation, a great body of the : 
Proteſtant Diſſenters joined; and Catholic Emanci- 


pation and Parliamentary Reform went forth as the 


watch words of innovation and treaſon; and the 


ſyſtem of innovation and treaſon has been purſued 
from chat time, I am | forry to fay with equal aſſiduity 
and 


8 23 1 En, 
und fucceſs. I have often lamented that this neſt of 


ſuffered to eſtabliſh itſelf unmoleſted i in the metropo- , 
lis; and that the Magiftrates of the City of Dublin 
ſo long delayed any inte rpoſition on their part to 

relieve the Community from ſuch a nuiſance. If 
they had been diſperſed on their firſt appearance, 
much public miſchief would have been prevented; 
The firſt object of this Jacobin inſtitution was, to 
detach the Catholics of Ireland from a Committee 
compoſed of the principal Noblemen and Gentlemen 
of their communion, and to place them under the | 
management of a Directory compoſed of men of | 


= es the great body of Catholics were directed by men 
J of rank fortune and approved loyalty, their 

WJ allegiance had remained unqueſtianed ; and that 
under ſuch influence, it would be a vain attempt to 
ſhake it. Your Lordſhips well recolle& the groſs 
and unpardonable ribaldry with which the public 

1 prints teemed againſt the late Lord Kenmare at. the : 
WT ſuit of this new Directory, for no other reaſon than 
| that he had preſumed to diſapprove a tone of jaco- 
biniſm and diſloyalty which they had aſſumed, and 

would have induced them to prefer their claims, in 
terms of duty and reſpect to the Legiſlature. Under 
this Directory a complete ſyſtem of Democracy was 
eſtabliſhed for the Government of the Catholics of 

WT Ireland, and through the mediation of Mr. Tone 
und hs Jacobin aſſociates at Belfaſt, an alliance 
was gn. hs, with the Diſſenters of the Northern 
province, 


conſpirators calling themſelves United Irichmen wa 


3 very different de ſcription. They ſaw that ſo long 0 


province, n aint to underſtand that for 
- concurrence in the ſyſtem of religious Emancipation, 
they might expect cordial and deciſive ſupport from 


Parliamentary Reform, or in other words, of Anar- 
chy and Democracy. To forward this project, the 
lower orders of the Cathalics were ſtimulated to 
aſſociate under the title of Defenders, and were im- 
: preſſed with an opinion, that by robbing the houſes 
e Proteſtants of arms and ammunition, they would 
contribute to the ſucceſs of the Catholic cauſe, and 
finally be relieved from the payment of tythes, 
| taxes and rent. I will not fay that this ſyſtem of 


ignorant and deluded populace, was firſt deviſed by 


the Catholic Directory. But your Lordſhips are in 4 
| poſſeſfian of full proof, that ſome of the unfortu- 


by them, and that conſiderable ſums of money were 
paid out of their ſtock purſe to defray the :expence 
attending the trials of ſome perſons who were then 


only to reſer to the official letter of their ſecretary, 
which was proved before the Secret Committee of this 


port which has been juſt now read v. It is now fully 


knee eſtabliſned betuen the 92 PIO: and 
the Iriſh-Union. . 


outrage, orders were iſſued by the Jacobin Clubs at i 


the body of the Catholics in the grand project of. 


robbery and outrage which was ftruck out for an 


tunate men who were capitally indicted as Defenders 
in the ſummer 1792, were patronized and protet᷑ted 


convicted in the County of Louth. For-this-I have 


Houſe in 1793, and it is ſtared at length in their re- 


aſcertained that a clofe connexion and corre ſpond- 


relies SEG. of enidviphe"robljery-and 


See Appendix. 
. Dublin 
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Dublin and Belfaſt, to levy regiments of National | 
| Guards in every part of the kingdom; their uni- 
form French, and all their enfigns emblems of diſ- 
affection. This banditti, however, was put down 
at the firſt moment of its appearance, and I cannot 
but lament, that every other rebellious combination 
has not been met with equal vigour and deciſion.— 
lf it had—much public mifchief would have been 
prevented. The noble Lord who is ſo forward to 
impute Iriſh diſaffection to what he calls a ſyſtem of 


encouraged by the Britiſh Cabinet, will here pleaſe 
W to recollect, that the ſyſtem of midnight robbery and 


any one ſtatute was enacted here, to which alone 
every profligate innovator in Great Britain and Ire= | 
land pretends to aſcribe the preſent marured ſyſtem 
of Iriſh treaſon: and he will alſo pleaſe to recollect, 
FE that the firſt of theſe ſtatutes was enacted in conſe- 
W quence of a Report of a Committee of this Houſe 
ich has been juſt now read; a Committee ap- 
pointed on the motion of a noble Earl unconnected 
with Government, and without communication with 
Lord Weſtmoreland, who was then Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland; and I lament that a ſevere accident has 
prevented that noble Earl from attending his duty on 
chis night. Ir is ſtated diſtinctly in that Report, that 
in 1792, and 1793, the project of levying a revolu- 
tionary army had been formed; that ſoldiers were 
forth coming in abundance, but that officers were 
_— and I will tell that noble Lord, that this 


„ e 


coercion, acted upon by the Iriſh Government, and | 


avowed rebellion was completely eftabliſhed before 
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_ that a traiterous conſpiracy had been formed in-the 
boſom of their country to levy an army, for the 


| Hament, for declaring the law with reſpect to popu- 
lar Conventions; for declaring the law, which I 
aſſert with confidence, prohibits and condemns all 


by authority to report their debates; and a mandate 


chris a. aac and religious. 


Z 8-3. 
project was diſcloſed by evidence the moſt clear and 
fitisfactory, by the teſtimony of gentlemen of rank 


and character, ſome of them at this moment high in 


military command in the King's ſervice. The firſt 


act which paſſed in conſequence of this Report ex- 
tended only to prohibit the importation of arms and 
ammunition, or the removal of either by coaſt -or 


inland carriage, without licenſe: and will the noble 


Lord venture, in this afſembly, to condemn this 


wholeſome and query meafure a precaution. by 


avowed purpoſe of overawing and ſubverting the 


| conſlitated authorities of the ſtate. In the fame 


ſeſſion, in conſequence of the ſame Report, another 
act paſſed for ſtopping the contraband trade of Par- 


ſuch meetings as unlawful aſſemblies, tending to diſ- 


turb public tranquillity, and to raiſe well-founded 
_ alarms in the minds of the King's peaceable ſub- 
| jefs. One of theſe Conventions had recently held a 


regular ſeſſion in the metropolis, and I have ſeldom 


read more ſeditious and inflammatory libels than 


were daily circulated in the public prints appointed 


was actually iſſued, early in the year 3793 to ele& 
a National Convention to be holden at Athlone, for 


The 


1 7 1 

The mode ef clefiton was formed by the Iriſh Union 
on the model deviſed by their jacobin aſſociates in 
France: primary aſſemblies were convened in every _ 
pariſh to chuſe a certain number of electors, who 

| were to meet at a central point in the county, to 
chuſe their repreſentatives. It is not a ſtrained. i in- 
ſerenee to ſuppoſe, that theſe primary aſſemblies 
were not attended by the moſt ſober and induſtrious | 
inhabitants of the pariſh, and that ſobriety and in- 
| duſtry had no very decided influence in the choice 
of electors; neither does it require any great poli- 


| | tuted had been ſuffered to eſtabliſh itſelf, 2 prompt 
and general chain of intercourſe and communication 
would at once have been formed between the turbu- 
lent and diſſaffected members of the community in 
every part of the kingdom; and it would have 
| reſted with the diſcretion of an inviſible power, thus 
bpoſſeſſed of the means of receiving and communi- 
cating prompt and accurate and general intelli- 
gence to order a general or partial inſurrection at 
pleafure, And yet theſe meaſures of. legiſlative 
precaution, thus forced upon Parliament by treaſons 
avowed and meditated, have been repreſented as tle 
original ſource of popular diſcontent, and have been 
condemned by the noble Lord in terms of bitterneſs 
and indignation, as a part of the ſyſtem of coercion, 
as he is pleaſed to call it, wamtonly infliied by the 
lrim Government upon an innocent and unoffending 
| people, and ſecretly encouraged by the Britiſh Cabi- 
ec. Would the noble Lord be underſtood to aſ- 
E 2 | ſert, 


tical ſagacity to ſee, that if an aſſembly ſo conſti- 5 


P | I IT | 28 1 £ 

ſert, that the Iriſh Parliament have. betrayed their 

truſt in ſtopping the ſupply of military ſtores to a 

wen  revolutionaty. army, and repreſſing tumultuary and 

ſeditious aſſꝭ mblies, notoriouſly convened for pro- 

moting rebellion, and overthrowing the conſti- 

tution: or would the noble Lord be underſtood to 

# inſinuate, that the Lords and Commons of Ireland 
© BUR | -have/ betrayed their truſt, becauſe they have not 
bd the growth of edition and treafon tame 
| and unmoved, in pure compliment to his ihcre- i 
dulity. The Parliament of Ircland did their duty in 
framing new laws, to meet new and extraordinary 
„ exigencies; and if there be a ground of cenſure on 
=, ' .Parliament; it is, that their vigour was not propor- 
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tioned: to the magnitude and extent of the evil. 
The treaſonable affociations which were the ſource 
" of it, were ſuffered to augment, unite and marſhal 
dei diſciples, in one common league of miſchief, | 
} * a inſomuch, that, under their orders, nearly the whole : 
N of the Northern diſtrict, and ſome counties conti- 
_ — guous to the metropolis, became a ſcene of general 
murder, and robbery and midnight depredation. i 
Eiuery man who was accuſed by the Brotherhood of 
"7 i, 5 loyalty or peaceable demeanour was ſtripped of his R 
E arms — if he preſumed to defend himſelf Ne was 
= murdered. The few Magiſtrates who ventured to 
IP {execute the law, were marked for aſſaſſination, and i 
many of them were actually murdered : Parliament 
therefore found it neceſſary to interpoſe again, 
and to frame a law, if poſſible, to meet this 
| horrid ſtate of barbariſm and outrage, which had 

| bil 
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bid defiance to the ordinary courſe of Juſtice ; 
and in the ſeſſion of 1796, the Inſurrection Act 
was paſſed, which enables the Lord Lieutenant 
and Council, on a repreſentation of the Juſtices at 
a Seſſion of the Peace, that any particular diftri& is 
in a ſtate of inſurrection, by proclamation to declare 
it ſo to be; and the Magiſtrates, in a proclaimed 
_ diſtrict, are enabled to exerciſe ſtrong and ſummary 
powers for repreſſing tumult and outrage, and pre- 
ſerving the peace. Amongſt others, they are au- 
N thorized to order all perſons within the proclaimed > 
= diſtri to remain in their houſes, and to put out 
= their lights after a certain hour of the night. This 
| the noble Lord has been pleaſed to repreſent as a re- 
vival of the obſolete feudal badge of ſervitude, the 
e -curfew, and a rigorous execution of it throughout : 
arſhal the kingdom of Ireland. The firſt application to the 
chief, YI Lord Lieutenant and Counſel for carrying this act 
whole ] into execution, was made by che magiſtrates of the 
conti- 7 county of Armagh, where a religious feud had 
eneral broken our, and was attended with lamentable ex- 
lation. ceffes, a feud which was revived by the wicked ma- 
>od of china ions of the Iriſh brotherhood, and with un- 
of he bluſhing effrontery repreſented by them, as a Go- 
e was I © vernment perſecution inſtituted againſt the northern 
red to Catholics. I will ſtate the ſhort hiſtory of this reli- 
u, and gious quarrel, and the noble Lard will ſee the griev- 
ament i ous indiſcretion into which he has been betrayed 
again, iſ upon this head of his accuſation againſt the Iriſh 
er this — government. Many years fince the Proteſtants, in 
h had 'a mountainous diſtrict of the : county of Armagh, 
bil l 
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aſſocioted under the appellation of Peep of Day 
Boys to diſarm their Catholic neighbours, who aſſo- 
ciated for their common defence under the title of 

Defenders. This feud howeyer was ſoon compoſed, 
and for years there was not any revival of it; but 


with the civil power in 


+3) 


when the general ſyſtem of robbing Proteſtants of 


their arms was eſtabliſhed by the Iriſh Union and the 
Isover order of the Catholics aſſuming .their old ap- 
pellations of Defenders, undertook this ſervice, the 
Proteſtants in the county of » Armagh aſſociated for 
their common defence under the ticle of Orange- 
men, and feeling in the progreſs of the conteſt, that 
they. were an overmatch for their adverſaries, they 
did commit many very grievous exceſſes, which 1 
lament as deeply as the noble Lord. In the origin 
of this conteſt, many Years ſince, there i is no doubt 
the Northern Proteſtants were the aggreſſors, but 
the feud was notoriouſly revived by the modern ban- 
ditti of Defenders, who in their turn attacked the 
Orange · men, and would have diſarmed them. Lord 
Camden made every poſſib le exertion to reſtore peace 


and to puniſh thoſe who had violated the law with- 


out diſtinction. He ſent down Colonel Craddock to 


take the military force in that diſtrict under his 
command, with poſitive inſtructions to co- operate 


obligations to his Excellency, that at a full mesting 


of the magiſtrates they returned their thanks unani- 
mouſiy for = extraordinary excrtions to maintain 


the 


ſuppreſſing tumult, and in 
reſtoring peace and good order; and ſo ſenſible were 
the gentlemen of the county of Armagh of their 
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the peace of that diſtrict. At the enſuing afſizes, 
the Attorney General was. ſent down with inſtructi- 


ons to proſecute indiſcrirminately. every perſon who | 


ſtood charged with acts of outrage and diſturbance 


of the pubiic peace, and no man can doubt his im- 


partial diſcharge of his duty. But the exertions f 
the Executive Government were baffled by the local 
factions of that diſtrict, a general election was at 
hand, and gentlemen who were Candidates for popu- 5 
lar favour declined to interpoſe between the contend- 


ing parties, leaſt they might impair their election 
intrreſts. Under the fame pernicious | influence, 


1 the Magiſtrates of the County were ranged under the 


banners of Orange men or Defenders, juſt as it beſt 


ſuited their election politics,” inſomuch that 22 
could have found perſons in that country who would 


have done their duty, I would have iſſued an entire 
new Commiſſion of the Peace. This is the plain 


hiſtory of the religious feud between the Proteſtants | 
= and Papiſts of the county of Armagh; a feud which 


the noble Lord has charged upon the Iriſh Govern- 
ment as a part of the ſyſtem adopted for the perſecu- 
tion of Iriſh Catholics, and fecretly encouraged by 
che Britiſh Cabinet, —a perſecution to which, by his 
account, ninety families had fallen vicums on his 
Lordſhip's eſtate. wy ; 
Let me now ſtate the nature of that treaſonable 
combination which has been formed, and which the 
noble Lord propoſes to diſſolve by a repeal of the 
Teſt Laws and the Act of Supremacy ; a combi- 
nation dhe moſt dangerous and ſingular which is to 
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be. e Jo. be. af ghe choices works. 
The ſubordinate ſocieties oohſiſt. of qhifty. members 
only; when their numbers exceed. thirty. the ex- 


ceſs.is rol. off, and a new ſociety is. founded, with 
inſtrustiong to make _proſe]yies, And in like man- 


ner, whenever kbeir numbers Exceed thirty, the 
exgeſ;, becomes the ſoundation of another club; 
theſe. ſocieties elect Delegates from each, who form 
committees. of an higher order, which are called 
Baronial, and, have the management and ſuperin- 
tendance of all the ſubordinate clubs or ſocieties 
Baropial committees in like 
manner elect Delegates in each county, who by 
. 4 name of county committees, govern and di- 
rect the Baronials. The county committees in like | 
manner elect. Delegates, who. form. a Tuperintend- | 
f ing provincial, committee, for the 
appoint the general executive, whoſe ſtation is in 

the metropolis; every member of this union has the 
direction of the ſeveral county committees in each of 

the four Provinces; and theſe Provincial Directories 

bound by ſolemn and myſtic oaths, one of which 
185 we Know to be, an oath of ſecrecy ;" another, "never 

to give eyidence 1 in any Court of Juf 


broth er, let his crime by what it may; and a third 
an oath of fidelity to the French -Republic.” The 


reſources of the union are the ſeduction of the lower 


orders of the people, under the ſpecious © pretext of 


Freedom aud Equality; and every artifics which 


Tun ng and profligaty can foggett, hs 4 


government and 


der n 
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tan 1 
ment and Conſtitution. The Parss has been uſed 
with ſignal ſucceſs as an engine of rebellion: Sedi- 
ceaſing induſtry, in newſpapers” and pamphlets, and 
hand- bills and ſpeeches, and republican ſongs and 
political manifeſtos. Robbery, aſſaſſination, and maſ- 
| facre are the efficient powers of the Union, and 
are executed with prompt and unerring rigour by 
W the order of every member of the executive in their 
W ſeveral departments. The communication of their 
orders is ſo managed, I ak detection al- 


moſt impoſſible. Each ſociety has its ſecretary 


ſubordinate clubs, the members of which are ge- 
nerally uſed as the agents of the Union in all acts 
of outrage; and every order is communicated by 
the ſecretary of the ſuperior committee to the ſe- 
c cretary of that committee or ſociety, which is next 
committee knows of whom its next ſuperior is 
compoſed ; the accreditted horny vouches the 
order, from him it is received implicitly, and is 
W communicated in like manner, "ill i it reaches every 


The, order is generally verbal, but if it be re- 
duced to writing, the moment the perſon who is 
to receive and communicate it is fully inſtructed, 
the paper is deſtroyed. Here then is a complete Re 
volutionary Government organized againſt the law 
and. eſtabliſhed conſtitution; and let me aſk the 
„„. 
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2 courſe of execution? Has he nne 
3 of Mr. Butler, a. clergyman and a magiſtrate? Has 


T2 
tet or counterafted, much leſs diffolved by the 
flow” and technical forms of a regular Govern- 
ment; an inviſible power of infinite ſubtlety and 


extent, which has no fixed or permanent tation, 
_ which acts by the ungoverned fury of a deſperate 


and ſavage race, and ſcatters univerſal defolation 


and diſmay, at its ſovereign will and pleaſure. 
Such was the influence of this ſyſtem of terror, 
that ſeveral well diſpoſed perſons were induced 


from mere apprehenſions for their perſonal ſecurity 


to join the union, and ſome of them have, I fear, 
become reconciled by habit to this general league | 
of miſchief, under the ſame influence witneſſes were 
deterred from coming forward to give - teſtimony 
| for the Crown, and every Juryman who ſhould 
dare to join in a verdict of conviction was threaten- 
ed with aſſaſſination. I have read a circular printed 
hand-bill which was publicly diſtributed in the diſ- 
turbed diſtricts i in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, 
threatening every man who ſhouid..dare to execute 


the laws againſt. 2 member. of- the: brotherhood with 
inevitable deſtruction, and in ſome counties this 


menace had its full effect. Has the noble Lord 
heard of the numberleſs murders which have been 
perpetrated by the orders of the::Iriſh union, ſor 


the,.crime of putting the laws of the country into 


he heard of the murder of Mr. Knipe; a/clergy- 


man and a magiſtrate? has he heard of the murder Wl. 
of Mr. Hamilton, a clergyman and a magiſtrate, 


and 


WY quiet 
befor 
Wpreve 
im 
abel 
biene 


bs 1 
and the circumſtarices of Horror which attended 1 * 
This unhappy gentleman, who had been a F cllow. 
of Trinity College, and had retired to a college 
Benefice- in the county of Donegall, a man of ex- 
emplary piety and learning, had been guilty of the 
beinous crime of inculcating habits of religion 
end morality and induſtry and due - ſubordination | 
W in a wild and remote diftrict ; he had alſo been 
WT guilty of exertion as a Magiſtrate to ſtop the pro- 
W eccſs of treaſon, and was accordihgly denounced 
Foy che brotherhood. He had, as every other gen- 
WJ tlcman in the fame predicament was obliged to do, 


| vas protected by a military guard; he had gone 
% Derry, but hearing of a diſturbance in his 
IJ ncighbourhood, he fatally prepared to return and 
WY quict ic, intending to take ſhelter from his enemies 
WW before the return of night. In this, however, he was 
4 prevented by a ſtorm, which made it impoſlible for 

im to repaſs a lake, on the edge of which his 
ling ood, and he went to the houſe of a _ 
Wiriend, Mr. Waller, who had been alſo a Fellow of 


WW! rinicy College, and who to his misforcune received 
im. Whilſt this gentleman and his wife and 
2 hildren were quietly ſitting with their gueſt by 
ie fire-fide, a volley of muſquetry was diſcharged 
Woo his houſe, which inſtantly killed Mrs. Waller, 
5 and this was the firſt notice of the attack. The 

r. Hamilton, and threatened to burn it unleſs he 

Was delivered into their hands; when this unfor- 
— ———— 


converted his dwelling houſe into a fortreſs, which 
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— by the ſervants of his hoſt, delivered into the 
me hands of his enemies, and butchered by them with 
- aggravated circumſtances of barbarity too ſhocking 

- to relate; his widow and helpleſs children have 2 
penſion from the Crown, or they muſt have periſh- 
ed for. want. Has the noble Lord heard of the 
murder of Mr. Cummins, whole crime was, that 
be had preſumed to enrol his name in a corps of 
Yeomanry, under the command of his Landlord, 
the Earl of Londonderry? Has he heard of the 
atiempt to. aſſaſſinate Mr. Johnſton, 2 magiſtrate i in 
the: populous town of Liſburn ? Has he heard of 

tha recent murder of Colonel St. George, and of il 
* his hoſt Mr. Uniacke ? Has he heard of the recent 
murder of two dragoons who had diſcovered to 
their officers/an attempt to ſeduce them ? Ina word, : 
let me aſk the noble. Lord, whether he has heard of ; 
the numberleſs and atrocious deeds. of maſſacre ; 
aud aſſaſſination, which form a part of the ſyſtem : 
Ated upon bythe Iriſh brotherhood, and encouraged : 
5 by the © privileged orders of innoyation ? I hold the 5 
riſm to which my en .es has been 
| — back by theſe peſtilent and cowardly trai- 


ö noble Lord is anxious to conciliate ; theſe are the 


[ 36 
funate gentleman was dragged from ki: hiding 


* 


9 but mil gar, prockin 


tors. Theſe are the men of ſentiment whom the 


injured innocents, whoſe cauſe he has ſo often and 
ſo pathetically pleaded ; the injured innocents who 


deal in midnight robbery, — and 3 AF 
er 4 


T 7 1 
fler; and fratter terror and deſolation oper the face 
of his deyoted country. The noble Lord may con- 
template this ſcene of horror with coolneſs from 
another kingdom, but he will not be ſurpriſed thag 
the gentlemen of Ireland, whoſe exiſtence is at ſtake, 
doc not view it with the fame indifference. I know oh 
the, noble Lord has declared his opinion that aſſaſſi- 
nation forms no t of the ſyſtem which is acted 
| upon by the Iriſh brotherhood, and encouraged by the 
= 2 orders of innovation. I know that he 


. declared his opinion, that the numberleſa mur- 
ders which haye been committed in Reland fince 
I the inſtitution of the brotherhood; are but ſo 
many inſtances of private and individual! fpleen.—, 
"BY Nay more, I know the noble Lord has. broadly in- 


S liſhed in the met! 
| vation, and points out Individuals. for maſlacre, * 
= printed and publiſhed by the conniyance of the 
1 Government, and forms a part of the ſyſtem 
afted upon here and encouraged by- the Britiſh 
 Cabiner. If the noble Lord continues ta hold that 
j opinion, I will for the preſent leaye him in the un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of it, and ſnall only recommend, 
to him to peruſe attentively x printed reports. of the 
trial of twelve men convifted of a conſpiracy to 
murder a ſoldier in the Brigade of Artillery, who bad 
yentured to reveal to his officers. an attempt made 
do feduce him, and of the trial af ſome domeſtics 
of Lord Carhampton who were: convicted of 
2 conſpiracy to murder him, If the noble 
Lord 


ſinuated an opinion, N Pra pub: 5 
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e authenticity of theſe reports, Then 
to refer him to the Judges who preſided at the trials, 
When public juſtice was thus ſubverted ; when the 
laws were - openly inſulted and beaten down ; when 

every Gentleman who had courage to remain in his | 
county was marked for - aſſaſſination, and had no 
rem under his own roof but from a military 
guard; when a plan was actually formed, and near- 
ly eee to difarm and cut off the we 
diery thus diſperſed in ſmall bodies for the | 
tion of individuals; when a fierce and Wange 2 
reigu enemy hung upon the Iriſh coaſt, what alter- 
native remained for the Executive Government, but 
to ſurrender at diſcretion to à horde of traiterous 
| barbarians, or to uſe the force entruſted to it for 
ſelf-defence and ſelf· pre ſervation? And what would 
have been the folly and debility of the Government, | 
which would have hefitated to affert itſelf with vi- 
goir and decifion-ar ſuch a ers? Lord Camden 
did not heſitate, but, as became him, iſſued 3 an 2 

der on the 3d of March, to difarm the rebels in 

Northern diftri& ; and if he had not iſſued 0 0 or- 
der, Nuo nor ſeruple to ſay, that he would have be- 
 rrayed his truſt.” In giving the order, he is fupport- | 
. ed by an Addreſs nearly unanimous of both Houſes | 
of Parliament, and I might reſt his Juſtification on 
that Addreſs; but as the noble Lord Has rb roundly | 
aſſerted in another place, that the order iffiied' by 

Lord Camden for difarming the Northern rebels is 
given up to be illegal, I now meet him on the point, 
"ng am ready to maintain that the order was, not 
only 


—_ 


W ing the Northern rebels, was eſſential ſor the ſalva- 
W tion of the kingdom of Ireland. The Miniſter who 


y criminal, but if the occaſion demands ſuch an exer- 


TT 1 1 

only ſtrictly legal under the circumſtances in which 
it was iſſued; but that Lord Camden, if he had 
wich- held it, would have been deeply reſponſible-for 


| the miſchiefs which muſt have ariſen from his omiſ- 


ſion. The Conſtitution, of theſe kingdoms muſt be 
ſtrangely defective indeed if it has not in it a prin- 
ciple of ſelf- preſervation; I very well know that it | 
has no ſuch deſect, and therefore, when the ordinary 


courſe of the municipal law, and the utmoſt exertions 
of civil magiſtrates prove ineffectual forthe protecti- 
on of the Conſtitution, and for the ſafety and pro- 
_ tection of his Majeſty's peaceable and loyal fubjefts, 
ment to call in the aid of the military power, for 
= fafety and maintenance of the Conſtitution. It was 
v pon this principle that an order was iſſued in 1779, 
S to the military force of England to act, when te 
city of London was attacked by a. fanatical. bandittiz 
who had well nigh made themſelves maſters of it. 
That order probably ſaved the Britiſh empire ; and 


I have no doubt that the order iſſued here for diſarm» 


iſſued ſuch an order, is deeply reſponſible far-the act, 
if he does it wantonly and on light grounds, he is high · 


tion of authority for the preſervation.of. the ſtate, the 


Miniſter who with-holds it is reſponſible for all the 
evil which may ariſe freq ſuch. an act of timidity: 

—of his hy Parliament is oe 
Miniſter 
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and nearly unanimous approbation of both Houſes 
of Paravent: and, 1 muſt ſay, that this is; I be- 
lieve, the firſt inſtance which hes occurred in the an- 
nals of the Britiſh empire, in which the King's Mi- 
| Hifter has been called to make his defence for fup- 
preffing a rebellion; for iſſuing an order, when the 


t 1 


Miniſter who iſſues ſuch an ordef wantonly, or who 
wich- holds it improperly, is ſubje& to impeachment; 
but the approbatior} of boch Houſes of Parliament 
is, by the Conftitution of theſe kingdoms, his full 
| Juſtification either for iſſuing or with-holding the 
order. And therefore, I preſume, when the noble 


Lord condemned the order iſſued by Lord Camden 


for difarming the Northern rebels as avowedly ille- 


pal, he was not apprized that it received the full, 


kingdom was threatened with invaſion, to feize arms ; 


in the hands of traitors, who waited only to join 
the invaders; arms in which they had no right but 
by robbery and treafon, which they uſed in the in- 


tervual, to terrify the weak into an Union with them, 


and to murder every man who had virtue and con- 
Many to adhere to his allegiance. The noble Lord 
das been pleaſed on this night to diſclaim any charge 


of miſeonduct by the army in executing this order; 


but in exculpating his brother ſoldiers he redoubles 


| Mi avocher” place; 16 che inlenerivis — 


Camden to the General Officer who commands in 
mus district. Por the preſent, 1 paſs by the fingular 


and 


TH 41. oy 
44 5 put it to the noble Lord, hy he has ventured 
to make ſuch à random charge againſt the Executive 

| Government, when he might have had. preciſe infor- = 

mation on the ſubject, by moving an Adgreſs'to, the 

Lord Lieutenant, to defire that. he would be Pleaſed 

to order a copy of thele inſtructions to be. laid an the 

table. I have a copy of them in my hang, and when 
the noble Lord hears what they, are, he will judge 
whether® the. Fliarges. which he bas hazarded. againſt 

Lord Camden, have à colour of Wet or In- 

ſtructions, ſee Appendix. 1 . 1 1 10 5 
In obedignce to theſe . N 

proceed to diſarm the rebels in the Northern diſtrict, 5 

and executed this ſervice with all the moderation. 

ability and diſcretion, which have always marked 
his character as a gentle man and an officer; and in 
executing this ſervice, he did, amongſt others, diſ— 


hinch, which, I am ſorry to ſay, has been for ſome. 
= years. a; main-citadel of treaſon. In proportion _ 
WT the ſize, it may vie in treaſon with the town of Bel-⸗ 
W faſt. The noble Lord is of a different opinion, and 
has very: fairly aſſigned his reaſons : he fays, that he 
explained to the tenants in the town and is vicinity 
the hortors of -Republicapifm, the. many advantages 
of the Goyernmegs, ind Conſtitution under which, 
they Hue; and, abo dove all, that he explained to them 
the ſplendid virtues of the Heir Apparent of the 
crown;; that mex all made to bim the, moſt 
3 rofe ions of loyalty, in which, 4 © | 
would not Ve put implicit confidence, if he * 
8 


arm the rebels of the noble Lord's town of Ballina- 8 
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not ebſerved the countenance of - eyery. man to 


whom he had addrefſed himſelf, beam with joy and 
triumphant affection, when he mentioned the name 
and ſplendid virtues of his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales. Giving the noble Lord full cre- 
dit as a phyſiognomiſt, I muſt conclude, if he will 


excuſe me for a little profeſſional pedantry, that the 


loyalty. of his town of Ballinahinch is in abeyance, 
during the. life of his preſent Majeſty. And, as the 
noble Lord has very fairly ſtated the grounds of his 
opinion, IT will as frankly ſtate the grounds of mine: 


and firſt, let me refer the noble Lord to the War- 


Office, where he will find minutes of the General 
Court Martial, which tried and condemned ſeveral 
ſoldiers of a regiment of militia, four of whom 
were ſhot, and he will there find, that theſe unhap- 
py. men were ſeduced into a conſpiracy by the peo- 
= ple of his town of Ballinahinch, to betray to the 
rebels of Belfaſt, the military poſts which it was 
their duty to defend, and that they were alſo ſe- 
duced to accept of military commiſſions, and mili- 


tary rank in the revolutionary army of Belſaſt and 


A Ballinahinch, which was then organized, and waited 
2. the opportunity to come forth in battle array. 


Let me reſer the noble Lord to General Lake, for 
another proof of loyalty in the town of Ballina- 
hinch; when he ſummoned the inbabitants to de- 
ver up their arms, they refuſed to obey him, but 

on being threatened with ſeverity if they perſiſted i in 
_this refuſal; they did deliver up their arms, and 


amongſt | other weapons, no inconſiderable number 
of 


[V7 


of pikes —are pikes conſtitutional arguments for 


parlaimentary Reform? Are pikes emblems of loy- 


alty ? Is the ſeduction of the King's troops a ſymp- 


tom of loyalty ? And are theſe the dutiful and affec- 


tionate offcrings of the noble Lord's tenants and de · 


pendents, to the riſing virtues of the Heir Apparent 
of che crown? Docs the noble Lord forget that his 
domeſtics were tainted with the general contagion ? 4 


That his gardener and groom, in the preſ-nce of 


= Mr. Hamilton, a magiſtrate, the noble Lord's ma- 
nager and agent, acknowledged themſelves to be 


members of the Union, and acknowledged that 


pikes and pike-ſhafts had been concealed in his tim- 


ber- yard; and on ſearching for them, Mr. Hamil- 
ton did frankly confeſs his opinion, that they had 


; been removed but the night before General Leake's 
W arrival in the village. The noble Lord will not, I 2 
hope, ſuppoſe me to inſinuate that this concealment = 


was made with his knowledge, or countenanced by 
him. The moſt' natural place for concealing pikes 
and pike ſhafts, was the houſe and its appendages of 
2 nobleman in his abſence, whoſe ſervants and de- 


= pendents had been ſeduced into a traiterous conſpi- 


racy againſt the ſtate. His name and rank were 


very naturally ſuppoſed to caſt a protection around 
= the place of his occaſional reſidence, and to baffle 


all ſuſpicion that it was become a ſanctuary of rebel- 


lion. The noble Lord ſtated, that the imputation 


of difloyalty on his town of Ballinahinch, reſted 
only on the evidence of a man of the name of Da- 
nie! Morgan, whom he repreſents to have been of 
G 2 Infamous 
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[4] 
infamous character; ; but the noble Lord forgot to 


mention the fate of Morgan. That Daniel Morgan 
did give an information before one of the Judges of 


the Court of King's Bench, of treaſons committed, 
and treaſons meditated, by many of the inhabitants 


of Ballinahinch, is moſt true; it is equally true, | 
that ſubſequent events have very fully verified every 
article of his information, and that he was murdered 
in conſequence of the diſcoveries which he had pre- 
fumed to make. This unhappy man, after he had 
 Tworn his information, went ta the town of Down- 
patrick, and was there protected for ſome time by a 
military guard, and having ventured to go into the 


country at the diſtance of ſome miles, on a viſit to 


his wife, who had taken refuge at her father's houſe, 


he was murdered there, by a band of ruffians wha 


| came on horſeback upon this miſfion ; and it was 
diftindtly aſcertained, that i in the night when this 
| murder | was committed, a number of perſons had 
| allied from Ballinahinch on horſeback ; fo that it is 

at the leaſt highly probable, that the aſſaſſins order- 


ed upon this ſervice, were ſelected from the loyaliſts 


of that peaceable town. Within the laſt twa 
| months, under pretence of celebrating the noble 
Lord's birth- day, the centinels on duty there were 
made drunk, and this opportunity was taken to rob 

the King's ſtores of ſome hundreds of ball car- 
tridges: ſuch is the ſtate of the noble Lord's town 


of Ballinahinch, which he has been taught to be- 


lieve | to be a model of ſentimental and enthuſiaſtical 


e; 3 and if he has been fo Frobly duped and 
miſled 
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miſled in the opinions which he has imbibed of his 
own immediate tenants and dependents, what muſt 
be the extent of his. dupery with reſpect to * coun- 


* e 


retract the charges originally advanced by him 
againſt the army of Ireland, and to declare that the 


ed, were committed under the direct and imme» 
diate orders of the Exceutive Government. The 
= particular inſtances of military outrage adduced by 
oF the noble Lord were—* The deſtruction of the 
printing preſs of a newſpaper, called the Northern 
Star, at Belfaſt. The ſtory of a child in convul- 
= fions, whoſe nurſe was ordered to extinguiſh her 
WH lights.—The picketing one, a blackſmith, and half- 
= ftrangling another.” As to the firſt of theſe charges, 
in the terms in which it was originally advanced by 
= the noble Lord, an indifferent and uninformed 
hearer would have imagined, that a regiment headed 
by its officers had at noon-day marched with drums 
beating and colours flying, under the eye of a Ge - 
neral Officer at head-quarters, to demoliſh the houſe 
and the printing-preſs of a news printer, who had 
made himſelf obnoxious to the Executive Govern- 
ment. But what is the fact, of which the noble Lord 
certainly might have been fully and diſtinctly apptiz - 
ed? A regiment of militia which I am well informed, 
until it was cantoned at Belfaſt and Ballinahinch, 
= was conſidered as one of the beſt behaved and beſt 
$ fiſciplined regiments in the ſervice, had been car- 


The noble Lord has thought good aw ahi night to = 


exceſſes and extravagancies of which he complain» _ 
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rupted by traitors in both quarters; ſeveral of the 
ſoldiers had been capitally convicted by the ſentence 
of a General Court Martial, and four of them had 
been ſhot, upon clear evidence that they had yielded 
to the ſeduction practiſed upon them. The regi- | 
ment to retrieve its character, ſubſcribed to a fund 
for diſcovering and puniſhing any new attempt to 
| ſeduce the ſoldiery, and made a declaration of de- 
_ termined loyalty to their King and hi. "overnment. 
A body of the ſoldiers attended by ſome non-com- 
miſſioned officers not on duty, went to the printer's 
office to deſire that this declaration of loyalty might 
de printed in his newſpaper, offering to pay for it: 
he refuſed to receive their advertiſement, - and 
accompanied his refuſal with ſome taunting re- 
flections on the ſoldiers, who did at the inſtant, 
goaded with the recent execution of their compa- 
nions, which they attributed, perhaps, with ſome 
degree of reaſon to the poiſon diffuſed by the 
Northern Star, and with the taunting refufal of the 
Printer to receive the declaration which they would 
have publiſhed, proceeded to acts of violence againſt 
him; and did very nearly deſtroy his types and 


printing preſs ; Colonel Leſſie, who commanded 


the regiment, almoſt immediately interpoſed, 
brought off his men, and ſhut them up in their 
Barrack; however, whilſt he was thus engaged, 
another party compoſed principally of yeomanry, 


who were not in uniform, again attacked the 


Printers Houſe, and completed the deſtruftion of 
his types and printing- preſs. Let me aff the noble 


Lord 


FFF pA 


E S 


ec 


id 


9556 


Lord, whether he will venture gravely to aſſert in this 


. aſſembly, that he believes this outrage upon mili- 
d tary diſcipline and the municipal law, to have been 

d | contrived and committed under the immediate di- 
P rection of Lord Camden; and if he will venture 

d to make the aſſertion, let me aſk him whether I f 
"W am to underſtand his apology for General Lake, 
N and the officers under his command to be, that they 
t. have tamely ſuffered the King's repreſentative to 
Ws: paſs by them; and to, iſſue ſecret orders to the 


ſoldiery under their command, to go forth as a 


mob, to the utter ſubverſion of military diſcipline, 
» WH Am I to underſtand his apology for his brother 
id officers to be, that they hold their military ſitua- 
e- tions under a government which has maintained a 
It, ſecret correſpondence and communication with the 
a- ſoldiery under their command, and has ſtimulated 
ie | them to acts of outrage, which the noble Lord 
hs did diſtinctly in his firſt ſtatement upon this ſub- 
ne ect, infinuate as ſcandalous and diſgraceful to the 
a military character in Ireland. If this be the noble: 
1ſt Lord's apology for General Lake, and for the of- 
d 8 ficers in command in his diſtrict, in pure reſpect 
ed for them, 1 beg to deprecate it; and in pure re- 
d, ſpect for theſe deſerving officers, I beg of the noble 
eir Lord to abide by his firſt charge againſt them 
4, however ill founded ; the ſecond inſtance of mili- 
, ary exceſs and extravagance, is the rigorous en- 
ke forcement_ of that obſolete badge of ſervitude the 
ur Curfew, “ The ftory of the Nurſe; and Childs“ 1 


have taken ſome. pains u come a the truth of thi 
als ſtory, 
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applied for it; and it is a fact which I caanot avoid 
| ſtating, that within the laſt week, Mr. George 
Crogier, the noble Lord's land ſteward, ad e 
tor at law, did preſs this ſame Mr.-Carſon- ta. für- 


this 8 enforcement of the a 


fel 


ſtory, and the refult has been, that I find a Fight 


has been extingniſhed by order of the officer com- 


manding a patrole in the neighbourhood of Down- 


patrick, at two different times, and in two different 


| houſes; both, however, ſituated in a proclaimed 
diſtrict; in one of theſe houſes a child did lay in 
convulſions, and it ſo happened, that the officer 
who commanded the patrole, was alſo the regimen- 

tal ſurgeon; he went into the houſe, and finding 


on examination that a child did lay in convulſions; 


he ſuffered its parents to keep their lights burning; 
and early on the next day returned to them fur 
infant. The other inſtance of the enforcement of | 
the 2 happened at the houſe of a man of | 
Carſon, whoſe lights were burning 
aloe 2 o'clock; on being called to by the 
patrole to extinguiſi them, and not complying im - 
mediately, a ſoldier broke a pain of glaſs im dne 
of his windows; and fo far was Carſon from com- 
plaining of the injury, that he went the heut day 


to Colonel Bainbridge, who commanded at Down- 


patrick, and apologized to him for not having aſked | 
permiſſion to keep his lights burning to ſo late an 


hour, which had never been denied when he had 


niſh him with the particulars: whicl? lad attendefl 
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Carſon told tim, he had not any ground- of com- 
plaint, to which Mr. Crogier replied, that unleſs he 


extravagance, he ſhould be dragged to the bar of 


che Houſe of Lords, and examined to it on his cath. 


So much for the ſtory of the nurſe and child—anc 


now for the ſtory of the half ſtrangled and picketed 5 
Blackſmith. An information had been made on oath 


before Mr. Maxwell, a magiſtrate, that a Black- 


math, of the name of Kitke or Shaw, had been em. 
F ployed in making pike-heads, which he had manufac- 


tured in great numbers for the rebels in or about 


cs Downpatrick; accordingly Mr. Maxwell went out 
= with a flank company under the command of a 

field officer, to ſearch for theſe pike-heads; Mr. 
Maxwell apprehended the Blackſmith, who deni- 
ed poſitively that he had ever manufactured a 
= fingle pike-head; the ſerjeant and ſome of the 
= ſoldiers put a rope round his neck and drew it 
= over a beam, in the hope of terrifying him into 
= 2 confeflion; but he was not ſuſpended. The Ma- 
= Patrick, where the Colonel of a Fencible Regiment, 
= who has died ſince, put him on the picket, and he 


did immediately diſcover the names of ſeveral 


perſons ſor whom he had manufactured pike- 
heads. In conſequence of which diſcovery, near- 


ly tuo hundred pikes were ſeized or brought in 
Within two days. Let me here requeſt of the noble 


Lord to refle& on the number of probable murders 

which were prevented by this act of military ſeverity, 

1 — to his candour and good ſenſe, whether 
H the 
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the picket, is in any degree to . put in competition 


too hundred pikes of his manufacture in the hands 


choſe neceſſary 288 of ſexerity; bur che execmive 
ol uſing the force entruſted to it in defence of the 


tamely giving them up to the fury of à fierce and ſa · 
vage democracy. Eyery man of feeling muſt lament 
the painful duties which we impoſed on military 
| officers employed 'in the ſuppreſſion of a "rebellion. ll 
The noble Lord was employed on this ſervice in | 
America, where he was reduced to the painful, hurt 
I am confident the indiſpenſable duty of ordering a 


town in the year 1781. 


was, ta excite, ſedition, dicafection and diſturbance 


into an Union with him, and to murder eyery man 
vho had conſtancy to reſiſt his ſolici 


t 1 
he by dove + to ſociety in 


potting Mr. Shaw on 


with the injury which muſt have ariſen, in leaving | 


of the rebels and aſſaſſins of that diſturbed diſtrict. 
I deplore as ſincerely as the noble Lord can do, 


ent-was reduced 'to the painful -alternative 


King's peaccable and well affected ſubjects, or of 


gentle man who bore the commiſſion of a Colonel, to 


ſummary execution, without the formality of a trial. 1 
-He will readily perceive that I allude xo the caſe of 


Colonel Ifac Haynes, ho was. hanged -at9CharleF- 
This gentleman had taken 
the oath. of allegiance to his Majeſty, and was ſu- 
'fered to retire to his ee miles up the 
country; the uſe. which he made of this indulgence 


in the adjacent diſtrict, ta terrify the weak and timidd 


itations. Of this 
defcription was an Iriſhman of the name of Creigh- 


ton, whoſe houſe he ſurrounded with an armed ban- 
ditti i in order to murder him, but aun had 


PY 


[ 91 1 

I u te mats his eſcape to Charleſtown; and a pa- 
trole having come up with Haynes, and ſeized him. 
On identifying his perſon by a court of enquiry, he 
was hanged at Charleſtown, by order of the noble 
Lord, and of Colonel Balfour. I ſtate theſe facts from 
the printed Reports of the Debates of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Lords, in February 1782: and upon the 
GS fame authority I will ſtate, that the defence made 
d | for the noble Lord in that aſſembly by a near friend 
: and connection of his was; m the Commander i in 
Chief had fully approved of the execution of Colo- 
= nel Haynes, and that ſimilar n had taken 
= Lag in hundreds of inſtances m_ the American 


TETEITSTESLTSS: 


= view wen is ; 1 am ee that the noble 
Lord in iſſuing his order, felt that it was an act on 
= his part of painful and indiſpenſible duty; but 
with that feeling in his mind, I cannot but wonder 
that the noble Lord has brought forward the ſtory 
of the Curfew, and the ſtory of the inquiſition, the 
ſtory of the nurſe and child, and the ſtory. of the 
= firong comment which the noble Lord has tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity, upon a propoſed parliamentary 
enquiry into the execution of Colonel Haynes, as an 
eee, abuſe, in his opinion, of parliamen- 
Privilege and authority. Soon after Lord Cam- 

den had iucd his order for diſarming the rebels in 
che northern diftrict, he was enabled to came at evi- 
dence the moſt diſtinct and ſatistactory of the ſyſtem 
bu 3 eſtabliſhed: by the Iriſh brothertioed, and 
1 H 2 the 
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and drivellers, in as much as he has diſcovered, by 2 


arrival in Irelang, that the cy idence giyen by both 
s falſe and fabricated. Let me ade the noble Lord 


[2a] 


the means by which this diſcovery was made were 


purely accidental. A man of the name of Newell, 
an United Iriſhman, by profeſſion 3 portrait painter, 


had been a member of one of the ſuperior com 
mittees of the brotherhood ; he had gone to the houſe 
of a gentleman i in the county « of Down, whoſe Joy-: 
alty was unqueſtioned, to draw 
no his family, and being preyented by ſickneſs from 
attending his committee of the brotherhood for. 
more than a fortnight, he was immediately ſuſpecti 
ed of having betrayed the ſecrets of the brotherhood 
to his employer, and marked accordingly for aſſaſ- 
5 ſination. An attempt was made to execute this ſen- 
tence upon him by night in the town of Belfaſt, 
when finding himſelf denounced, he did give infor- 


portraits of ſome 


mation which enabled the executiye government ta 
ſeize three committees, with: all their papers, in the 


very att of traiterous council. Theſe papers were re- 
ferred to ſecret committees of both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, and the noble Lord acknowledges that he has 


read the reports made by them, but he has this night 
Pretty plainly inſinuated, that he conſiders the com- 


mittees who made their reports, and the two houſey. 
who concurred with them, to be little ſhort of dupes -- 


F 
name of Smith, which he has read ſince his laſt 


the word 
Newell to make ſuch a declaration ? Has the geptle- 


gentleman = bribed this ſmich = 
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[ 53 1 
man, who paid each of them a ſum of 400l. favour- 


A the woble Lord with a detaied account of that = 
tranſaction? And has Mr. Newell ſatisfied the noble 
Lord by his confeſſion, that the papers ſeized at 
Belfaſt, and referred to both Houſes of Parliament, 
| arc add falſe and fabricated ? Has Mer: Newelre con- 


feſnon, which the noble Lord has read, ſatisfied him 


that the official returns of cannon, and muſquets, and 
military ſtores, of ſoldiers organized for a revoluti- 
onary army; the official plan of a revolutionary com- 
mittee ; the projected ſcheme of maſſacre and con» 
fiſcation, all reduced to writing, and ſcized upon 
three diſtinct committees of treaſon ſitting in coun- 
cil, are fiction and fabrication? Has Mr. Newell's 
conſcſſion which the noble Lord has read ſince his laſt 
arrival in Ireland, fatisfied him that the report of the 
committee of this Houſe, ſtating that it appeared 
diſtinctly to them that the amb-:{f:dor had been ſent 
from hence by the brotherhood in the year 1795, to 
reat with the executive directory of the French 
Republic, is alſo mere fiction and deluſion? And 
vill the noble Lord gravely infinuate, that the 
Lords and Commons of Ireland are dupes and dri- 
vellers? And that the noble Lord, by his reſidence 
nin another country, or by his occaſional viſits in 
Ireland, where he is ſurroynded by men who are 
anxious to deceive him, is now enabled to correct . 
© their errors and deluſions ? With all reſpe& to 
the noble Lord, it is an aſſumption, on his part, 
to which I muſt take leaye to enter my proteſt ; and 
I doubt not I ſhall be joined by a very great majority 
indeed of the — feel a permanent in- 


_ jan N 1241] 
= | tereſt in the fafety of this country. When upon 
1* the reports made to both Houſes of Parliament, they 
C 0 
Lieutenant, deſiring that he wouuld exert the whole 
energy of the powers civil and military entruſted to 
him for the ſuppreſſion of exiſting rebellion; and in 
conſequence of this Addreſs, his Excellency did, 
=_ Vuuith the advice and concurrence of his Privy Coun- 
1 cil, iſſue a Proclamation notifying to all his Majeſty's 
1 ſubjects, that he had in purſuance of the joint Ad- 
dreſs of both Houſes of Parliament, iſſued his or- 
ders to all executive officers civil and military to-main- 
TM tain the public. peace, and to ſuppreſs treaſon, rebellion 
4 and inſurrection; and in the body of this proclama- 
WM tion, his Excellency did offer full pardon and indemni- 
ty to all perſons who ſhould within a reaſonable time, 
I think fix weeks, return to their allegiance; and 
_—_ the term for coming in was extended by a ſubſequent 
piroclamation, I think to fix weeks more. The no- 
1 ble Lord will not, L am confident, condema a pro- 
1 155 clamation here, thus iſſued under the authority of 
_—_ both Houſes of Parliament, and I truſt he will not 
ETcekc“cIIondemn it a ſecond time in another place. And 
1 when the noble Lord was pleaſed on this night to 
1 imnpute ſome of the exceſſes of which he complain- 
% _ ed, to the orders or inſtructions given to the Com- 
WE - Wander in Chief by Lord Camden, I muſt again 
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; ſtate to him my ſurprize that he ſhould make ſuch a 
q vague. and random charge againſt his Excellency, 
MY when he might have had preciſe and accurate infor- 
1 { 111 1 mation on the ſubject, by moving for a copy of the 


uu 


i 
a 


— 76 have i in my hand a copy of Lord 
; Camden's 


t 1 


Camden's inſtruskions to the Commander in Chief, 
and of his general order iſſued in purſuance of them, 
which] will alſo read to the noble Lord * | 
| read them, for which ſee Appendix). | 
The vigorous meaſures adopted y Lela * amden, 
in which he was ſo fully ſupported by both Houſes 
of Parliamerit, had in a great meaſure ſtopped the 
progreſs of rebellion, when it was again ſet into 
motion by a moſt prepoſterous proceeding, inſtituted 
dy ſome Gentlemen of rank and fortune in the 
| county of Down, Early 1 in the laſt Summer, it was 
reported that a change of Britiſh Miniſters was in 
W agitation, and I have been well informed that a let- 
W ter from a .nobleman, | who it was ſuppoſed wa, 
take a lead in the new Cabinet, was read at a tavern 
in this town to a motley aſſembly of United Irihmen 
aud others, exhorting them to ſet. the people of 
W Ircland to work in the way of addreſſes to his Ma- 
eſty, for that the critical time had arrived when 
the ſupport of the new embrio Cabinet was eſſential. 
And at this critical time, when the whole of the 
county of Down was prochimed by law to be in a 
ſtate of inſurtecxion, and when it had recently been 
a general ſcene of midnight Tobbery, conflagration 
and murder, an advertiſement appeared in the pub- 
lie prints, ealling on the High Sheriff to convene 
£ the inhabitants of the county without diſtinction, 
L whether infurgents or not, to meet, in order to 
dame 2' perition to his Majeſty for the diſmiſſal of 
8 his Miniſters; and what ſeems ſcarcely credible, 
wongęſt the perſons who ſigned this curious requiſ- 


tion to the Sheriff, were the names of ſome Magil- 
| trates 
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| Council to proclaim the county under the infurrec- 


High Sheriff, much to his credit, refuſed to comply 
vn this monſtrous requiſition made to him to eol- 
le the inſurgents of the county of Down by colour 
of his authority z and the gentlemen who had form- 


ed this project for bringing together a body of ten 
or twenty thouſand of them, gave it up, as they 


3 tumulruous aſſembly would have been dif perſed by 
: if I have been well 8 that 1 Prelate 


natures to it; and if I have been well informed, a 


_ tition from the pulpit in a Diſſenter $ Meeting-houſe, 


the wat and the miſc 


1 36 1 
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tion act, as was the name of a Reverend Prelate, 
who I ſee in his place on this night, for the firſt 
time that- he has appeared there for years. The 


profeſſed, only from an apprehenſion that ſuch a 


not only ſigned it, but did without reſerve ſolicit üg | 


clergyman of the eſtabliſhed Church, a member of the 
Chapter of the Cathedral of Down, did read this pe- 


and publicly folicic his auditory to put their names to 
it. I mention this circumſtance in the hearing of that 
Reverend Prelate, that he may enquire Into it at his 
next viſication, and if he finds that ſuch " of 
profane indecorum was cg ted by a.1 ember of 
his Chapter, be 7.02.9 las mp hn 19 
quate to his offence. _ This petition has appear ared in 
all the public prints; it {ery gut by a OC 

| nd . Minty ore de 
ttroyed the m ufactu 5 and the trade. of that dil- 
"ride. - At i is a diſcovery reſerved for that ſagacious 
Prelate, and his more fagacious compeers, that 2 
war 


* 
* 
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ir which hay ravaged de German empite dan 
Een the demand for ki fines. Bur how does = 


. 
to the war, from 1788, To 1791, incluſive, is nine 3 
millions four hundred and fifty eight thouſand two] 
hundred and ten pounds, and the value for the four | 
ſubſequent years, from 1792, to 1795, neben 
eleven millions ſix hundred and fixty-ewo ound 
one hundred and fifty-five pounds; ſo that ir . 
pears diſtindly, that in the four firſt years of the 
war the linen manufacture, the ſtaple 6f frelamdz 
und the "oaly manufitate” dt the Neren nun, 
has encreaſed to the ambunt in value of more thats 
ewo millions two hundred thouſand 'pounds, 

| 2nd above the amount of it in the four correſpond»: 
ing yeats. prior to the war; and in the year 1796, 
which I have not taken into this calculation, the | 


ſeven pounds, a ſum infinitely greater than the export 
had ever before amounted to in any one year, fince the 
linen manufacture was firſt eſtabliſned in Ireland. So 
much for the veracity of that Reverend Prelate, 


by chem to the foor of the Throne. It is perfectly 
| rue, thar* in the laſt year, (1797) the export of 

linen fel above den millions of yards; but if kt 
fx 9 hs 2 to his Majeſty, — 
nen weavers of 2 po 


value of linen exported, was three millions one hun- . 
dred and thirteen thouſand; fix hundred and eighty- 


d his co-petitioners in this firſt afſertioh- carried = 


. 


U fn 3% 

Adel, themſelves: . polities, - they would | have 
ſtated to his Majeſty chat they had exchanged - their 
Shuttles for Pikes and muſkets ml ndl that 
their nights were devoted to every ſpecies of exceſi 
and outrage, and therefore, that a. total ſtop wa 


put to ſober and honeſt (exertion amongſt the (il "2 co. 
lower order af the people; and if the Right Rey, iſ E 
relate and bis compeers had told truth to his Ma. T 75 
zeſty; they would have ſtated, that cheir petition, * 


fraught as it is with virulent falſehood and miſre- 
preſentation, had been hawked about the ' country 
for the miſchievous purpoſe” of enflaming the minds 
of the people, and of diverting. them from ha- 
bits of ſober induſtry and ſubmiſſion to the laws, 
and that this wiſe and patriotic effort has had its 
full effect. With equal veracity it is ſtated to his Ma- 
jeſty, that the commerce of that diſtrict has been 
annihilated by the war and by the miſcondu& of Mi- 
niſters; how does the fact bear them out in this 
_ aſſertion? By official returns from the commiſſion- 
ers of the cuſtoms it appears, chat the cuſtoms of 
compared with the four correſponding years prior 
to it, have not fallen, on an average,” quite ſeven 
_ thouſand pounds a year; although the importa- 
tion of foreign ſpirits has almeſt wholly ceaſed, 
and although it is perſectly notoſous that ſince the 
- year 1791, the town of Belaſt tins been a citidal 
- of treaſon, a circumſtance not much in favour N 
its credit in foreign countries; bet the Riß 
Rev. Prelate wilp tell me that che tepreſentation b 


"dis Majeſty went co ws u paiticalir "ltr bor 


f-ncatic 
ard loy 
by th 
Wbst 
ing tl 
bf mi 
ion, ; 
Fe 
eign 
poſiti. 
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VP a 


WS. . 5 5 * 
ts the kingdom A lige, here agaiti 1 wy 
with- official documents, from which it appears that” 
of 4 comparative View of the ſtate of Ireland, 2! 
ports and imports, during eight years, ended at Dady- 
ay 1797, there is an accruing balance in her fay6ur. ; 
of more than fix millions five hundred and forty' 
thoufand pounds; and the increaſe. of her tonnage” 
has been ſeventeen thouſand eight hundred ſe vent, 
to tons in the ſame period. This is the couhtfy 5 
whofe trade and manufactures the Right Revebellf 
Prelate repreſents to his Sovereign, as antihilatt “ 
by the war and by the miſconduct. of" miniſters ; eh 
is the country which he repreſents to Es Sovertigh 
is ſinking under the weight of miſgovertiment; this 
ö che country which his Sovereign is to leſcue from 


feform. But what will that Right Reverend Pre- ö 
hte ſay for himſelf in having joined in a repre- 
ſentation to his Majeſty, that the moſt "confifurianill : 
ard loyal means of ſeeking redreſs, have been oppoſed © 
dy" the moſt conſtitutional and and illegal coercions. 
What wil that Right Reverend: Prelate, a Biſhop 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, fay für Bimfeif, in havs 
ing thus juſtified to his flock an organized ſyſtem 
of murder ant robbery, and midnight couflägra- 
ion, as the mot unt onſtitutional and loyal means 
Pf eeking redreſs, and in approaching his Sove. 
eign with mis precteditated and uniblufbirg im- * 
poſition.” And is there ſalvation for à Cotintry, 
in which gentle men of rank and fortune, headed 
5. 8 ne S can de miſled me ſuch 
acts 


impending ruin only, by a radical parliamentary 5 2 
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and, who muſt be familiar to every gentleman that 
4 has travelled on the ſouthern road; and I have been 
Informed, by unqueſtioned authority, that a peer of 
| the realm did ſpend an entire day in the little town 
1 of Leixlip fliciting ſignatures to this petition, and 


i blackſmith, who reliſted the importunities prac: 
* died upon him to forſake his hammer and his ani, 
nd to addict himſelf to the politics of his nobl 
peeceptor. What was the conſequence of this at 
al criminal fully in the county of Kildare? From: 


dad Outrage, inſomuch that the reſident gentlemet 


2 fand fortifying eyety 


1 a ] ſpent the whole « of his life and a prigcely fortus 


t 1 


FI 


2 of criminal folly and levity, not to -befton 


upon them a harſher epithet. About the fame 
period a ſimilar act of wiſdom was committed in the 


2 county of Kildare, and : a fimilar petition was hawk. 
ed about that county for ſignatures, to which it it 


fad the name of a mendicant cripple is affixed, 


whaſe ſtatjon for more than twenty years has been 


on the kigh way at half a mile's diſtance from Naz, 


that his canvas was retarded more than an hour by 


ſtate of xerfet tranquillity and good order, it be 
cane almoſt immediately a ſcene of general eumul 


elled to ſeek for ſafety and protection Y 
: ing regular military | garriſons - in the 
part of them, whicl 
e 
"ok: of the inſurgents, that their beſt benefacioll 
marked.” for def rudtion. Mr. Conolly, wa 


| them, who was more than ſeconded in 25 


+ » 


unded Fn and benevolence by that © 


cell 


of | 


3 P it ; who has eaployed- 
" the whole af, her life in adminiſtering 
; henimdindads 46.366 hood. n : 
* 2 * besed tie, l. . 
= Sd chin wok; e „ 
Jetz of plunder and deſtruction, -by the wretches - 
ho had exiſted for r courſe of more than thirty 
a den by men bouary.. And oo qt; nin 
r VE Genes 
2 lenee in a circuit of miles around them, are at this 
moment indebted for perſonal ſaſety in their manſion- 
| houſe, to the protection of 'a military guard, and 
dure not make uſe of the lower apartments im it, n- 
2 der che apprehenſion of a midnight ſalute of ma. 
; agerry.. And the noble Lord may reſt aſſured, if 
4 he-thould return to his eountty refidence in Irelagd; - 
be may meet the fare from the loyaliſts of Ballyns+ = 
inch which was intended for Mr. ren aa 
| Geinen of tte kame Wap an Cetbridgs. = e 
| Norwithſianding the puriocic alldrey df ome wor: £1 
x Fern gentlemen in the county of Down, 
to perfuade the people that their commeree and ma- £ 
| pufactures were annihilated, and that che acts o 
outtage and rebellion into which they "were ſeduced, 
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wa who, if pie. the Jr of. 


nies 


zi. of miles round hey, 
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are the moſt loyal and conſticurional means of te- 
* order end crayquility were | reſtored in . 
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Ant a. very great number of deſtröctzte 
1s had been ſeized anf ſeeured in the Kings 


>... 


od (ds. nr tow 


WE .. 1 "In rhe-countyof Don and the adjacent dis- 

3 5 dick, more chan four thouſand . pikes, feyeral thou- 

1775 We. © 2 of ue e, te mall pieces of cahnο and 

witer, And in-anotier«diftrifts.a noble Lord 

s near me was enabled w ſeise dwelve hundred 

pie andithd/picecs!of ande, Ex 

. . were remuining faſt 20/habirs of induſtfy, and 

1 * opnlidence was]. Kir kſtored, that zbllice hack in 

45 dme —— counties wipes waged 

- +} ede webe ud mia, aden of adminiſtering 7 g 

2 ; pr N * . man N in ſoeicty. of | 2 

. wien Ore Laſtandy a gew-revolutionary eine | 
. was fet: at work; and che adminiſtration. of yuitice | 

ras" ſyltemaägally belled: in all its departments | 


JS 


— * 1 
7 2 | — * 2 
ES 
Ws, us a 
2 0. 3 
A — 


ki 3 


has been ſet up in the metropalistij 
3 part. is fh be credited, ai the fiir of: young gent 
deman uh may one da E. Ken in . 
Houſes! fyſlematically to 
tion of juſtice ; and this Nr. Willem One be 
been -publickly held Gut as a magtyr, and avictim 
ſacrificed; by the Executive, Government in violatios. | 
cf criminal juſtice; and . gemlemgan, "whom. I be. 
lie ve the ꝓtople of England have the happineſs: to 
bebold as one of their repteſcntativcs, has with 
equal deceney and wiſdom, at a late drunken tavery 
meeting in anather country, given by way of. == 
men 
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8 was beſely murdered in Lind and Ms — L2H 
| wiſdom apoE. >; Ba 
. Were ſenator, annoumerd to the chairman bi, 
ſontiment, that the Iriſh Cabinet may Bon: le 

the place of Mr. Orr.“ I have informed myſelf. 2 
2 te ly of che circumſtances which attended this . 
unhappy. mates comviftion, which 1 will Nati, nd. 

: as [flare them. in the hearing o the noble and len 
ed Lord who fat upon his trial, If I Mond cen 
EET 2 the moſt trivial miſtake, Lhave'no doubt he 
Will ſet me right: be was indicted for See 

an unlaviful; oath to two ſoldiers of the names E 
| Wheatly and Lindsay, an oath, certainly intended to 
ſeduce them from their duty ; © what led to the diſco» \* 
very of- their” ſeduction was; the ſeizure: of ſome 

official papers at Londonderry, upon a committee E 
United Iriſnmen, in which theſe two ſoldiers. were. 
returned hy name by one of their corre ſpon * 
_cammittees, as being up, which is the. cant. phraſe bY 
the brotherhood to deſcribe its members; thelg;men . 
were immediately ſeized. by their oſficers, and ex- 
mined ſepatately, and on their examination, ther 

both agreed in the detail of their evidence, and hay- _ 
ing ſworn information before a magiſtrate” againſt | 
Mx. Orr, for adminiſtering; an oath of ſeduction go 
them, he was arreſted, and brought. to trial. On 

his trial both the ſoldiers were examined, and.proyed 
diſtinctly, that Orr had adminiſtered the, oath to 
hem in the preſence of ſeveral perſogs, 'whom they 

l and after a long and ** crofh. cxami- | 
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Sud invialidure* their |teftimory. * An attempt was 
= by the priſancr, in his defence," nnn. 
_ the credit of ode of them, I think of Wheatiy, in 

Nr learned. Lord 
| who proceed at the. trial could. npt even take down 
- this- evidence an his note book, bat no attempt 


not one of them was produced on his part 
er iced fo contradiction of the ſoldiers. On 
— this” evidence" the; jury, found him guilty, and re- 


eommended him to mercy; che next day a motion 
vis made in arreſt of judgment, and to the ſcandal 


a of che proſeſſion to which I belong, in 


happy man, which every lawyer. who. reads it muſt 
* he yrodiftion e berriſter, the public are 


in dhe indiftmens- co which the objection as made 
in arreſt of judgment; and the public are alſe given 
to underſtand that this unhappy man was tried and 
- RR" ner an n —_ ſtatute, although « is 
e parliament; and an act had paſſed-laft year for 
_ explaining and amending: ie, which is - altogether 
| fapprefſed, and afttiough- theſe were the counts in 
"ue iaditmcar; w al of which the evidence on the 
. <: trial 


F 252. 


tees was made'at or after. the trial, to. impeach 
- the credit or to inyalidate rhe: teſtimony of Lindſay; 
© and although both the ſoldiers. named ſeveral perſons 
who had been-preſent when. they were ſworn; by the 


2 partial and garbled report of the trial of this un- 
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ial equally applied, and two of them were unob- 
jected to by the priſoner's counſel, vet is this cir- 
rumſtance alſo ſuppreſſed ; and in the ſame garbled 

and mutilated report, an affidavit of twg of the Jar 
rors is printed, that whiſkey was introduced into. 
the jury-raom, and that they were drunk when they 
gave their verdict, and to the ſcandal and diſgrace = 
| of an honourable profeſſion, in the ſame. report, a 


ſtated this affidavit in open Court, on the ſlimſy pre- 
tence of moving the Court of Oyer and Terminer 
for an attachment agaioſttheſe Jurymen, upon the 
voluntary affidavit which, they. had been % 
vpon to make, acculing themſelves of having given 
their verdict in a ſtate of  intogicatios x and in he 
fame report a volustary affidavit of a diſſenting 

Clergyman, taken molt ihrer h a Masi 
after Qrr's conviction, is alſe printed, in which. he 
ſtires ſome» time-fince he azended Whaarlgy at the 
village of Raſharkin on a fick bed, when he cone. 
ſed that he had committed a number of cximes, and I 
amongſt others the crime: o perjury; and in che 

fame dfidavit he deſcribes Wheatley pretty plainly 
as being in a ſtate of mental derangement when be 
made this conſeſſion. On tho return of the learned 
Lord to town he lad the eommendatinn df 
the Jury before the: Lord Lieusenast, and being 
aſked by his Exerlleneꝝ whether he had a doubt. on 
— tis miach of therguilt of Mr Orr, and whether. he 
* 22 mercy? the 


of the priſoner's counſel is repreſented as having 
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with his duty. His Excellency, notwithſtanding 
this declaration of che learned Lord, reſpited Mr. 


ground could be laid for extending mercy to him, 

and finding that nothing could be ſubſtantiated to 
make the juſtice of his convietion, the unhappy man 
was left for execution. The affidavits which I have 


but if they had, is there a man with a trace of the 
principles of juſtice in his mind, who will ſay that 
ſuch affidavits ought to be attended to? Is it to be 
8 ſuppoſed that a Judge would receive a verdict ſrom 


*Fidavit, to impeach a verdict in which he had con- 
curred? Will any man with a trace of criminal juſ- 
ice in his mind ſay, that a voluntary affidavit of a 
"Perſon not produced, unexamined at the trial, ought 

ito be received after conviction, to impeach the 

credit of a witneſs who was examined and exoſs- 


convicted hereafter of any crime, however atrocious, 


| 1 88 4. ; 
mind of the guilt of this unhappy man, and that 
he could not recommend him to merey conſiſtently volur 


perſo 


falſe 


comt 
- whic 


Orr, to give time for enquiry. whether any juſtifiable 


ſtated never were laid before the Lord- Lieutenant; 


1 Juty in a ſtate of intoxication ? Or was it ever 
heard that a juryman was received, by voluntary af- 


examined, and whoſe credit ſtood unimpeached by 

legal evidence? If ſuch an affidavit were to lay the 
neceffary ' foundation of 4 pardon aſter con viction, 
1 will venture to ſay there is no man who may be | 


chat will not be able to obtain a fimilar affidavit. 
I wiſh: Magiſtrates to know, that in taking-fuch-af- 
tidavits, they are guilty of a a groſs breach of duty: 


b 7 1 


voluntary oaths or to take voluntary Säit The 
perſon who takes ſuch an oath, or makes fuch an af- 
davit, cannot be convicted of perjury if he ſwears 
falſely ; and, I am forry to fay, that it is no un- 
common practice in Magiſtrates to ſign inſtruments 

- which are called affidavits, without obliging the per- * 
ſons who ſign them to make oath as to the truth of 
their contents. If a doubt could be entertained upon 
the evidence given on his trial of the guilt of Mr. 
Orr, his dying declaration ſeems to me to be a plain 
confeſſion of it ; he is made to declare generally that 
the ſoldicrs who accuſed him were forſworn, but for 
this general declaration he had this plain ſubter- 
fuge.— that be had adminiſtered an oath to them, 
not to give evidence againſt any brother of the 
Union. He ſeems diſtinctly to avow the offence of 5 
which he was convicted, and to deny the juſtice 
and authority of the ſtatute which makes it a capital 
crime. The fact is, that this unhappy man was 
a principal. and confidential member of the bro- 
therhood, and his execution was confidered a fatal 
blow to the cauſe of treaſon; and therefore it is. 
that all this outery has been raiſed, in the hope of 


terrifying judges from diſcharging their duty, and 

che executive Government from preſuming to with-= 

| hold pardon fromm any leading member of the bro- 

© therhood/ who may hereafter' be convicted. The 
wretched beings of the inferior orders whom they 

| ſeduce," are configned to their fare without remorſe 

or DUNG Te? 
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doing away the effects of ſuch an example, and of 
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atrocious libel was publiſhed on the judge who had 
tried him, and on his Excellency the Lord Lieute. 
nant, for ſufferiag juſtice to take irs courſe ; and a 
wretched printer of the name 'of Finerty, who had 


ber put forward to ſwear himfelf the fole proprie- 
tor of the newſpaper ia which it was publiſhed, was 
tried and convicted, and ſentenced to the pillory and 
imprifonment on an indiftment for the publication: 
and in order to do away the effects of this example, 

à⁊ new expedient was deviſed ; a libel infinitely” more 
flagrant and mifehievons was immediately circulated 
mn pamphlets and newſpapers, as the ſpeech of one 

| of his Majeſty's Council, delivered” by way of de- 
fence for the printer on his trial: ] will not believe 


that an honourable profeſſion has been ſcandalized 
and degraded by the delivery of fuch à farrago of 


falſehood and ſedition in a court of juſtice: I will 
not believe that any gentleman who wears the gown 


of that honourable proſeſſion, could be found to in- 
finvare broadly to the jury who were to give a ver- 


dict on the trial of his client, that they were packed 


and garbled, becauſe the ſheriff by whom they were 
Impannelled derived his authority from the trown : 
I will not believe that any gentleman of that honour- 
able profeſſion would venture to ſtate diſtinctiy, that 
his client could expect from the jodge to whom he 


adũdreſſed himfelf, at beft, but a cold and inanimate 
the brotherhood, that the ſources of criminal juſ- 


dice, 


mould have lived to witneſs: 


t 6 1 


tice are poiſonous and corrupted. No, in their rage 
for degrading the adminiſtration of juſtice, they 
would blaſt the character of their retained advocate, 
by falſely and foully repreſenting him as ſacrificing 
his miſerable client to the cauſe of fedition and trea- 
ſon, and by imputing a libel to him for which tbe 
author ought to have accompanied Mr. * on 
the pillorr. 
I truſt the noble Lord has heard enough. on GY 
hight to open his eyes with reſpect to the ſtate 
of the kingdom of Ireland. But if any thing is 
wanting to flaſh conviction on his mind, of the 
 diffoyalty and treaſon of the Iriſh Union, let him 
| look to what is now paſling in the ſouthern and 
midland diſtricts; during all the diſturbances which 
_ prevailed in other parts of the kingdom, we were 


there; the farmers had already taſted the ſweets of 
fober induſtry ; agriculture was encrealing moſt ra- 
| pidly, and the country wore the face of wealth, 
and comfort and happineſs; nay, more, the condi- 
tion of the loweſt order of the peaſantry was meli- 
orated in a degree that I never flattered myſelf I 

we never heard there 
of parliamentary reform or Catholic emanci . ; 
_ and if the noble Lord was to talk toa 
| farmer or a peaſant of the ſouthern Pro- 
Vince, he would comprehend him as little as he 
_ would underſtand the quotation from Tully which 
| his Lordſhip has juſt nom made; when the ene- 
my appeared on the coaſt in the laſt year, a gene- 
n 


n a ftate of profound tranquillity and contentment 
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tranſition in almoſt every part of the Province of 


tal 
ral ſentiment of loyalty prevailed in all ranks and 
degrees af the people, who vied with each other, \ 
in contributing to defend their countiy againſt 
the invaders; on the report of general Hoch: at at 
his return to France, of this unexpected loya | in 
0 the people of Ireland, the a:nbaſſadors of che Iriſh a 
Union reſident at Paris, were reproached with hay 
ing impoſed upon the directory, and in conſe- 
quence ot this reproach, in!: ruQions were tranſ⸗- 
mir:ed to the liiſh directory to organize the ſouth : 
of Ireland, as they had organized the north; and N 
accordingly emiſſaries have been employed to = 
duce the people of that diſtrict with fo much _ - 
ceſs, that there has been a ſudden and immediate 1 


2 | 


= QSO 


+ 


Muaiter, and alſo in many counties in Leinſter, from 
peace and good order, and contentment co general tu 
mult and outrage, and every ſpecies of cruelty and 8 
barbariſm. Wi ill the noble Lord ſay, chat the pre- 
ſent diſturbed ſlate of the ſyuthern diſtrict is to be 
imputed to the ſyitem of coercion, as he calls it, 4 
a cted upon by the government of Ireland, and CY 8 
couraged by the Britiſh Cabinet: Coercion, a 
he calls it, was never put into practice there, ll 5 
vunhappily the recent ſeduction of the _ giddy . 


; ̃²] ðy ̃˙uv oa. oa aa. ad wtd - td. aint” at ad 268 


and deluded people of that diſtrict com ky | 
the magiſtrates and reſident gentlemen to fly. for | : 
| refuge to the executive government, and to « call for the : 0 
execution of the inſurrection act in their own 1 defen ence, 4 
But I make no doubt that we ſhall 55 be ed b : | 


ſome of * noble Lord's political friends : 
: is Bag 


- Britain, that the miſerable inhabitants of me fourh 
of Ireland have been goaded to inſurrection by the 
ſyſtem of coercion, and that they have only ſought 
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for Parliamenty Reform and Catholic Emancipa- 


tion by the moſt loyal and conſtitutional means; and 

certainly this ſtory may be told of the people of the 
ſouth, with the ſame degree of truth with which it 
has been propagated by the injured inhabitants of 


the north. Let me now make a ſerious and ſolemn 


po appeal ro the noble Lord; tet me call upon him to 


ſtate diftindtly and unequivocally whether he believes 


there is at this hour an organized and extended 
ſyſtem of treaſon rooted in the kingdom of Ireland? 
If he anfwers that he does not believe it, ler me aſk 
him what he conſiders to be ſymptoms or proofs of 
treaſon?” Does he conſider the project of levying a 


revolutionary : army a proof of treaſon ; does he con- 


| fider the ſeduction of the King's troops a proof of 
treaſon; does he confider a conſpiracy to ſeize the 
King's forrs and arſenals a proof of treaſon. Such 


a conſpiracy was detected within the laſt month at 


Athlone. Does he conſider the formation of ſecret 
depots of arms and ammunition a proof of treaſon; 3 


does he confider the concealment of cannon as a proof 
of treaſon ; does he conſider the diftiiburion of 


15 pikes amongſt the loweſt order of the people 4 proof 
of treafoh; Does he confider the myſtick rævoluti- 


onary Government of che Iriſh Union as a proof of 
treaſon : does he conſider a regular correſpondence 


carried on by the Executive Directory of che Union 
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1 The ſad is ſo notorious that [ muſt ſuppaſe the noble 
Lord has heard that there now is and has been for 2 


conſiderable time an accredited Miniſter Plenipo- 


tentiary of the Iriſh Directory reſident at Paris; a 
man who received the rudiments of his education in 
a ſeminary of Jeſuits, and completed it in the office 
of an Attorney at Law. The noble Lord has 
preſume alſo heard that the Iziſh Directory had three 
1 accredited Miniſters reſident at Liſle during the late 
gnegociation for peace, to counteract the King's 
: Miniſter Lord Malmeſbury. 1 make no doubt the 
: noble Lord would recognize theſe gentlemen if he 
were to bear their names, as they are all natives of 
Belfaſt. And let me aſk the Noble Lord whether he 
has come expreſs to this kingdom. ſeriouſly: to re- 
commend to us to oppoſe conciliation to; rebellion, 
to oppoſe cannon pikes with conceſſion and ſentiment 
and romance and fine feeling, If the noble Lord 
had been ſo oppoſed in America, there can be no 
doubt what would have been the event of his cam 
ws Paigns.. But if the noble Jord has fo much confi- 
dience in conciliation, he certainly has not commen- 
| ced his aperations with judgment, he ſhould have 
ſet out by making his propoſition to the Directory 
of the Union; and firſt; let me aſk him whether he 
| knows of whom the Directory is compoſed, if he 
does, he will do a very ſignal ſervĩee to the nation by 
diſcloſing their names. I fuſpect very ſtrongly that 


the noble Lord has. ſeen and communicated with 


7 for;1 am 


ſome of them ſince his laſt, arrival. in Ireland not 
officially as Members of the Direc 
*. pretty 


* 


7 


* 


ects in this kingdom. Does the noble Lord know 
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1 
pretty confident they would feel the ſame reluctance 
in community officially with the noble Lord, that 
they would feel in community with me; but as mem- 
bers of the head committee of grievances appointed 
to collect materials for this long expected debate. 1 


am apt to ſuſpect that ſome of the Directory may 


have tendered their ſervices to the noble Lord. If 
they will negociate with him, he will find the event 

to be that we ſhall be deſired, by way of preliminary, 

to lay dawn our arms, to reſtore to the Union all 
the arms and ammunition which we have taken from 
them, to repeal the teſt laws and the act of ſupre- 5 
macy;z and to give them a Democratic Houſe of Com- | ” 


mons upon the baſis of general ſuffrage, and when the : 


preliminaries are conceded, in the true ſpirit of their 
brethren of France, they will tell us what further 
conceſſidns they may have to demand. | 

I fear I have exhauſted your Lordſhips' patience; 


and I have very nearly exhauſted my ſtrength. But, 


before ] fir down, I muſt very ſhortly adver: to the 


ſyſtem of conciliation which the noble Lord has re- 


tion; a phraſe I muſt ſay of equal wickedneſs and 
lolly, when applied to any claſs of his Majeſty's ſub- 


that the whole code of the popery laws cnacted 
lince the Revolution has been repealed; and that 
there is not at this hour à ſingle diſability affecting 
2 Papiſt or Roman Catholic, ſave one, that is a 
reſtrictĩon in the uſe of fire · arms to men poſſeſſed. 
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if a perſonal eftute, I think, cf three hundred pormds 
in value, 4 feſtriction which I ſincerely wiſh was ex- 
tended to all his Majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom 
without diſtinction; and therefore when the noble 


Lords talks of emancipating the Papiſts of Ireland, or 


af reſtoring them to the benefits of the Conſtitution, 


| he does not ſpeak with all the accuracy which might 


be expected of him; I know of no word more fre- 


quently” in uſe than the Conſtitution, nor of any 


which is ſo oſten abſent. 'I wilt ſtate to the noble 
Lord what my notions are of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion; and if I am miſtaken he will ſet me right. A 
Sovernment ſprings from it which affords equal pro- 
tection to all his Majeſty's ſubjects in their charac- 
ters, their lives, their liberties, and their property. 
Will che noble Lord fay; that the character, the life, 
the liberty, and the property of a Roman Catholic 
hate not the "fame protection from the lay in this 
kingdom, that it is extended to o every other member 

of the Community? n 
I take it to be a vital Principle of the- confti- 
tut ion, that the church and tate are intimately 
and inſeparably united, elinging both to the ather 
for ſupport; and therefore. it is, that every ſubject 
in theſe kingdome, is bound by laws coeval with 
the conſlitution as now eftabliſhed, before he can 
be admitted to the exerciſe of any efficient power 
eccleliaftical or civil derived under it, to give 2 
ſole mi and unequivocal pledge of his allegiance to 
the eſtabliſhment in Church and State; laws which 
dind us | all wy, and. therefore, when the 
modern 


mode! 


laws, 
uſe it, 
nothin, 
pillar 
as to ri 
eſtabli 
mome! 
chy. 
never 
exiſl. w 
| mainta 
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modern cant of Emancipation i is applied to the teſt 
laws, it ſrems to be a diſtinct avowal by thoſe who 

_ uſe it, that this breach of political Reform means 

nothing ſhort of Revolution. The altar is the main 

2" If pillar of che throne, and if we ſhall ever be ſo mad 

as to repeal the laws made to guard. our eccleſtaftical 

eſtabliſhment, ve. ſhall in my opinion at the fame” 
moment ſhake to ics foundation the Britiſh monar- 
chy. Tin the ærea of modern illumination, it 
never was ſuppoſed that a limited monarchy could 
exiit without teſt laws; that they were eſſential to 
maintain the conſtitutional balance between the 


poſed, to prevent the Crown ſrom committing the 
judicial and miniſterial powers of the State to diſ— 
alfected perſons, and to prevent the people from 
commitring the great and extenſive powers exerciſed . 
by their rdpreſcntatives, to perſons of the ſame 
deſcription. The founders of the. Iriſh Union: had 
Iigacity to fee that the firſt neceſſary. ſtep in their 
plan of Revolution, was to abuliſh all religious 


utely liſtin&tions in the State, and it baffles all human 
her WW:lculation to diſcover any found Principle ypon - 
bject phich we have herctofore acted, in outſtripping 
with em in advances to the attainment of this their 


oui ite object. When the noble Lord adopts the 
odern ſyſtem of Emancipation, 1 wiſh he wouid 
T ing the ſudject forward diltiatly, and let us view 
in all its beatings I ſhould thank bim 49 
Ting forward a Gabe an. practicable plan of 
Ponal Government, under his 7 ſyſtem 

of 


different powers of which our Government is com- , 
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of emancipation: that he would firſt ew us the 
praQticabilicy of repealing the act of ſupremacy; 


and that is, in what manner his Majeſty can be ena- 


temptuouſly diſclaimed: the people have been rok 


86> 1. --, +. 
an act which annexes the eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in 


Irctand to the imperial crown of England: I ſhould 
chank him to explain how the repeal of this act is 


practicable, without the authority of a Britiſh ſta- 
tute, authoriſing the Keeper of the Great Seal in 
England to affix it to an act, ſor making partition 
of this juriſdiction in Ireland with his Holineſs the 
Pope: and if the two Houſes of Parliament in 
| Great Britain ſt all paſs ſuch an act, I ſhall thank 


the noble Lord for his ſolution of another difficulty, 


bled to aſſent to an act giving ſuch an authority to 
the Keeper of the Great Seal, or to an act repealing 
the act of ſupremaey, conſiſtently with the ſtatute 
limiting the Crown to the Houſe of Hanover, or 
with the coronation oath ; and, above all, I ſhall 
thank the noble Lord, if his plan of emancipatior 
ſhould take place, to explain his noſtrum for main- 
taining a Proteſtant church by a Popiſh State, and 
to explain his new ſyſtem of eccleſiaſtical Juriſpr 
dence, to be adminiſtered by judges who deny th: 
ſource of all exiſting eccleſiaſtical authority in theſe 
kingdoms. If there ever was a ſubject which oug! 
to be treated with an anxious and trembling cautio 
it is this ſubject of Catholic claim and de mand a 
exemption from the teſt laws and act of ſupre mac 
But caution and ſober deliberation have been cot 


from high popular authority, that they ſhould by" 
— — x a 


APPS ; : * 


1 77 1 
means forego the opportunity of the war in urging. 


their claims; that they ſhould inſtantly embrace, 
and greatly emancipate; and that they muſt extin- 
guiſh all members of the community who are ſtartled 
by this magnificent project, or they will be extin- 
oviſhed by them. I might perhaps be excuſed 
for ſpeaking with ſome degree of warmth on this 
ſubject, for I was within a hair's breadth of being 


enxtinguiſhed, immediately aſter this ſublime leſſon 


of great emancipation and * W 
was promul gate. bet 
VU pon the ſubject of emancipation, wil the noble 


Tg allow me to made a very earneſt requeſt to 


him, and if he will indulge me in it, I ſhall really 
acknowledge myſelf deeply indebted to him: will 
the noble Lord have the goodneſs on his return to 
Great Britain, to oblige me, by propoſing a repeal 


of the teſt laws and the act of ſupremacy; in the 


_ Britiſh Houſe: of Lords? I am pretty confident the 
noble Lord will not grant me this requeſt: and he 
will not grant it, becauſe he knows, that if he were 


= to make ſuch a propoſition there, he would ſoon 


learn, that it is treaſon, to the Briciſh Conſtitution. 


e He would there be taught to know that the Houſe 


of Stewart was expelled the Britiſh throne for a ſi- 
milar attempt, and that any man who ſhould dare to 
propoſe ſuch a repeal in the Britiſh Parliament, did 
by the propoſition, condemn the title of the illuſ- 
trious houſe of our Monarch to the Britiſh throne. 
If the noble Lord were to talk of repealing, the teſt 
laws, and the act of ſupremacy in Great Britain, by 
way 
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| aiked the fullame cam of James's memorable: decla- 


ble Lord to read that famous proclamation, in which 
he will find the ſtale and flimſy pretext of conciliat- 


the ſupport of Government and the Conftitution, 


efficient offices of the ſtate, civil and military. © 
Savory project, I ſhall Gay but little: the opinions of 
_ ceived a very ſudden twiſt. fince his laſt arrival in 
his opinion recently and publicly delivered ,upon 
this ſubjcet, was confined altogether to Parliamen- 
tary Reform, in Great Britain; I muſt therefore 
tion when he delivered that opinion, although it was 
delivered without reſervation or qualification, in a 
debate introduced by him excluſively on the ſubject 


approbation of Parliamentary Reform in Great Bri» 


vantage, and imminently hazardous in the probable 
nitely more hazardous and critical will be the expe - 


look 70 the political fruation of Great Britain and 


S SY 
he would be told, that he re- 


ration for liberty of conſcience : and I wiſh the no- 


ing and uniting men of all religious perſuaſions, in 


held out to the people of England by that deluded 
bigot, to reconcile them to the introduction of Pa- 
piſts into both Houſes of Parliament, and into the 


Upon the ſecond head of the noble Lord's conci- 
the noble Lord upon this ſubject ſeem to have re- 


Ireland. The noble Lord has ſtated this night, that 


conclude, that ſuch was the noble Lord's reſerva- 


of Ireland; but as the noble Lord ſtill ayows his dif - 


rainz as a meaſure at beſt doubtful in point of ad- 
conſequences: let me now put it to him, how. inf 
riment in this kingdom. If the noble Lord will 


Ireland 


7 79 1 
Ireland, connected under one common Sovereign, 


each country governed by a Parliament perfectly 
diſtinct from and independent of the other, the im- 


perial ſyſtem for both kingdoms, will appear to be 


the moſt critical and complicated that has ever ſub- 
| ſifted in Europe: to a common obſerver it would 
appear to be utterly impracticable: however, expe- 
_ rience has proved, that in the midft of popular turbu- 
lence, and in the convulſion of rancarous and violent 
party conteſts, the Iriſh Parliament as it is now con- 
ſtituted, is fully competent to all practical and bene 
ficial purpoſes of Government; that it is fully com- 
petent to protect this, which is the weaker country, 
againſt encroachment, and to fave the empire from 
| Cdiffolution, by maintaining the conſtitutional con- 
nection of Ireland with the Britiſh” Crown. And, 
| therefore, if the noble Lord feels the imminent ha- | 
zZard of innovation in the Conſtitution | of Great 
Britain, how much more cautious ought he to be of 
making experiments in Ireland, more particularly 


when they have been firſt deviſed for the avowed 


| purpoſe of deſtroying the ſubtle and attractive prin= 
ciples of adheſion, which have heretofore preſerved 

the empire from diſſolution. But let me ſuppoſe Hy 

a moment that the noble Lord's conciliatory ſyſtem | 


was free from difficulty or objection, will he, as a 


ſtateſman; ſeriouſly recommend to the Iriſh Parlia- 


ment to yield to rebellion the claimed redreſs of ſpe - 


| culative political grievances? Will the noble Lord, 


as a ſtateſman, recommend to us as a meaſure of 
ſound policy, to repeal our teſt laws and act of ſu- 
Premacy, 
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[ 80 } 
premacy, and to reform the other Houſe of Parla- , 
ment, in the hope by ſuch an act of conciliarion and 
| conceſſi ion, to put down a detetmined rebellion ? If 
we are to make ſuch a precedent for the encourage 
ment of rebel ion, I beg of the noble Lord to ſay 
where are we to draw the line; and if he will not 
| fubſcribe to my opinion on this ſubject, I peg to re- 
8 fer him to a Right Hon. Gentleman in another coun- 
try, of the firſt ability as a ſtateſman, who, in the 
i year 178 3, did moſt emphatically: declare his opi- 
nion as a Cabiner- miniſter, that the exiſtence of le- 
gitimate government in Ireland depended on the diſ- 
perſion of a military convention, then aſſembled for 
the reform of Parliament, and on the indignant re- 
jection of any propoſition which they might preſume 
to make upon the ſubje&. In that convention I will 
venture to ſay there was not a ſingle rebel: there 
was not a member of it who would not willingly 
have ſhed his blood in the defence of his Sovereign 
and of the conſtitution. But 1 did then agree with 
that Right Hon Gentlemen, that there muſt be an 
end of all legitimate government, if political claims 
are to be advanced at the point of the bayonet; and 
i I did at that period refuſe to liſten to a propoſition 
for parliamentary reform, made to the Houſe of 
Commons by a military convention, compoſed of 
very worthy gentlemen, who had been giddily be- 
trayed into ſuch an act of indiſcretion, I vill not 
now liſten to much more extravagant claims 
preſſed upon me under the terror of impend- 
ing rebellion. If the me amazed ſyſtem re- 
commended 


*F + 
commended by the Noble Lord is to be debated on 


irs intrinſic merits. Let me adviſe him to apply to 
the Directory of the Iriſh Union in the firſt inſtance 3 


let the Directory withdraw their miniſter plenipoten- 


tiary from Paris; let them diſſolve their Revolu ; 
tionary Government at home; let them deliver up 
| their cannon and pikes which have heretofore 


eſcaped the vigilance of civil and military officers; 
let them withdraw their emiſſaries who have been 
ſent forth to ſeduce the people from their allegiance, 


and abſolve them from the treaſonable engagements 


with which they have been ſeduced ; and let them 


then ſubmit their claims and their r to ; 


calm diſcuſſion by the Legiſlature. 


I will, once more appeal to the Noble Lord, and : 
call upon him to wave all vague and general 
queſtions, and to ſtate diſtinctly the grievance, if it 
exiſts, of which the people of Ireland can with 
juſtice complain againſt the Britiſh Government, the 


Britiſh Parliament, or the Britiſh Nation; or againſt 


the Government or Parliament of their own coun- 

try. . In. 1779 they demanded a free trade, and it 

was granted to them. In 1782 they were called 
| Upon to ſtate the meaſure of their grievances, and 
the redreſs which they demanded ; and redreſs was 
| granted to the full extent of their demands. In 1787 
they were diſſatisfied with the redreſs which they 
| had pointed out, and acknowledged to be complete 
and ſatisfactory, and it was extended to the terms of 
their new demand. In 178 5 they demanded a com- 


mercial * with 1 Britain, and ſhe 2 
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chem 2 fair and | liberal bffer uhich they were 
pleaſed to reject with childiſh folly. In 1789 they 
demanded a place bill, a penſion bill, and a ref- 
pyonſibility bill as neceſſary to ſecure the Conſtitution 


- eftabliſhed in Great Britain and Ireland in 1683, 


and renewed in Ireland in 1782, which they pledged 


themſelves to ſupport to the laſt drop of their blood. 
They had their place bill, and their penſion bill, and 
their reſponſibility bill, and much more than they 

had ever demanded upon that ſcore; for his Majeſty 

was pleaſed to ſurrender his hereditary revenue, and 
to accept a civil eſtabliſhment for his life, by which 
Parliament was enabled to make a general appropri- 


ation of the revenues, and to limit the Crown in 


granting penſions ; and his Majeſty was alſo pleaſed 


to put the office of Lord Treaſurer into commiſſion; 


and by theſe regulations they obtained the fame 


ſecurity for the Conſtitution as eſtabliſhed at the Re- 
volution in 1688 which the people of Great Britain 


enjoy, and at the time when this ſecurity was given 


to them, the Parliament of Great Britain repealed 
and explained the Britiſh navigation laws by which 


we were prohibited from exporting the produce 
of the Bririſh colonies and plantations from this 


country to Great Britain, a boon of all others 
the moſt” effential to our foreign trade, for by 
it we have the certain iſſue of the Britiſh market for 

any ſurplus of plantation goods imported into Ireland 
above our own conſumption. About the ſame pe- 
riod every diſability which had affected lriſh Papiſts 
was removed, fave a reſtriction in che uſe of fire- 


arms, 


connections in Great Britain and Iteland. The ge- 
wuine ſource of Iriſh complaint againſt the Britiſh | 
government is, chat they will not ſecond the ambiti- 


1%1 


arms, which extends only to the loweſt oeder of the 


people: and ſober and thinking men might reaſon - 


ably have hoped that the ſtock of grievances was 
exhauſted, and that they might have been allowed 


ſome ſhort reſpite from popular ſerment. In this 


expectation, however, we have been deceived; and 
when every other topic of diſcontent had failed, the 
government and conſtitution, as eſtabliſhed at the 


Revolution, has been diſcovered by the gentlemen 


who pledged themſelves in 1789 to defend and main 
tain it to the laſt drop of their blood, to be a flaviſn 
monopoly, inconſiſtent with the civil and religious = 
liberties of the people. And is the noble Lord ſo 
credulous in this inftance as to fuppoſe that if this: 
new project ſhould fucceed, and the flaviſh mono- 


poly of the Revolution was aboliſhed, the account of 
grievances would be cloſed —Uno avulſo non _ 


ai iter, E mili frond- geit Virga metallo. 


If the noble Lord wiſhes to know the genuine 
ſource of oſtenſible Iriſh grievances, he will be ena- 


bled to trace it to ſome of his political friends and 


ous views of ſome gentlemen who claim an excluſive 


right to guide the public mind, and to monopolize 


to themſelves and their dependants the power and 
patronage of the Crown. The genuine cauſe of 
complaint againſt the Britiſh Cabinet is, that they 
will not ſuffer theſe gentlemen to erect an arĩſtocra- 
tie Power in Ireland which ſhall enable them to die- 
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L 24 1 
nate to the Crown and the People ; ; which ſhall ena- 
ble them to direct and controul the adminiſtration 
cf Great Britain, by making the government of this 
gountry impracticable by any but their political 
friends and ailies. Upon what juſt grounds theſe ar- 
rogant pretenſions are advanced, I have not as vet 


been enabled to diſcover. I am willing to giye the 
noble Lord full credit for the ſincerity of his profeſ- 
bons, and to believe that his object is to rranquillize 
this giddy and diſtracted country, and therefore I 
vill take the liberty moſt earneſtly to adviſe him 
not to renew the ſtrange exaggerated ttatements 
which he has been in the habit of making on Iriſh af- 
fairs in the Britiſh Houſe of Lords, where they can 
have no other effect than miſchief. Let me adviſe 
him alſo moſt earneſtly to exert the influence which 
his high name and character muſt give him with his 
political connections in Great Britain, to induce 
them to confine their political warfare to the the- 
atre of their own country, and to ceaſe to dabble in 
dirty Iriſh faction. It is one great misfortune of this 
country that the people of England know leſs of it, 
than they know perhaps of any o 
rope. Their impreſſions I do verily believe to be 
received from newſpapers, publiſhed for the ſole 
: purpoſe of deceiving them, There is not ſo volatile 


nor ſo credulous a nation in Europe : as the Iriſh ; 


- people are naturally well diſpoſed, but: are more 
open to ſeduction than any man would credit, who 
had not lived amongſt them. If I am to ſpeak 


Vichout * ci has vor made any con- 


ſiderable 


a 
Os 


nation in Eu- 


I 
Gderable progteſs amongſt as,” and therefore the | 


kingdom of Ireland is, of ail the nations of Europe, 


the moſt dangerous to tamper with, or to make ex» 


periments upon. Her preſent diſturbed and diſ- 

tracted ſtate has certainly been the r as - 
ſeries of experiments practiſed upon her for a courſe 

of years, If the gentlemen af Ireland. who have a 

permanent intereſt in the fafety of the State, could 


be prevailed upon to adjourn their policical quarrels 


and reſentments to a period when they might be re- 
| newed, without endangering every thing which is 

worth preſerving in ſociety, and to unite againſt the 
common enemy, I ſhould feel no manner of appre- 


henſion for the event of the conteſt in which we are 
engaged, with foreign and domeſtic enemies. But 
whilſt, we are divided, and men of rank and charae- 


der are found ready to hazard every thing for the ; 


poſſible ſucceſs of little paltry pecſonal objects, the 
eriſis becomes awful indeed. If Ireland is to be 
tranquillized, the firſt ſtep towards it muſt be, to 


cruſh rebellion. No lenity will appeaſe the factious 

rancour of modern Iriſh reformers, nor will any 
meaſure of conciliation ſatisfy them ſhort of a pure 
democracy, eſtabliſhed by the influence, and gua- 

ranteed 95 the ** * * French ae, 


Lon MOIRA \ having in his reply ſtated, that 
he did not wonder the people of Ireland ſhould wiſh 
for Parliamentary Reform, when an official decla- 
ration * deen made in the Houle of Commons, 

that 
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Jeſty, when a debate aroſe upon a vote of cenſure 


moved againſt Lord Buckingham, becauſe he de- 
clineg to tranſmit an Addreſs to his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince of Wales, an obſervation. was made in 
dhe Houſe of Commons, by ſome other gentleman, 
that a cenſure had ſome years before been voted = 
5 againſt Lord Townlhend; and that in the ſame Par- 
lament, a flattering Addreſs. had been alſo voted to 


him. The Chancellor faid, that in adverting to this 


obſervation in the courſe of the debate, he ſtated 
fimply, chat he had beard chat Addreſs in all its con- 
ſequences, coſt the Iriſh nation half a million; and 
the ſtory which has been built on this naked obſer- 
vation, on a ſtatement made in debate by another 
gentleman, is, that he had, in defending new of- 


fices created by Lord Buckingham, juſtified the ex- 


the new offices complained of, were not created 
until after he [the Chancellor] had ceaſed to be a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons; and the ſub- 


ject 


to put down 
32 The "CHANCELLOR. in anſwer 
to this obſervation, thanked his Lordſhip for E:ving 
afforded him an opportunity of publickly refuting | 
A a calumny which had been propagated with uncom- 
bY mon induſtry. The Chancellor ſtated, that in the 
Seffion of 1789, during the indiſpofition of his Ma- 


penditure of half a million in putting down the op- 

. poſition in the” Houſe of Commons : he ſaid he was 5 
not ſurpriſed that Lord Moira had been impoſed up- 

on by this impudent falſchood ; but that two plain 


facts were ſufficient for its detection; one is, that 


2 27 1 5 
ject never was debated in che Houſe af Loids, The 


other fact he ſtated to be, that when he made the 
obſervation, he voted i in a ſmall and virtuous mino- 
rity in the Houſe of Commons, when ſo far from 
his ſpeaking officially, it was generally underſtood, 


that he was to go out of Office on the change of Ad- | 


miniſtration, which was expected immediately to 
take place, ſo much ſo, that his ſuceeſſor was pub- 
lckly named. As to the tranſactions in Lord 
Tounſhend's time, he could have ſpoken of them 
3 from report, as at the time they rook Place, 5 


was at the ä of Oxford. 
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THE Lord Chancellor from the Lord Committees ap- 
pointed to inquire into the cauſes of the diſorders and diſtur- 
" bances which prevail in ſeveral Parts 'of this kingdom 0 
| endeavour to diſtover the Promoters of them, to prevent 
l 
NY ee we 


. . 
the diſorders and diſturbances which prevail in ſeveral parts 
of this kingdom, to endeavour to diſcover the promoters of 


+ 


them, to prevent their extenſion, and to report the reſult of 


| their inquiries to the Houſe, have examined into the matters 
to them referred as far as the time would permit, but appre- 
hending that delay may be attended with danger in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances of the times, they think it their duty to 
lay before the Houſe immediately ſuch information as they 
— omt for the preſent, which is as fol- 


The people at this time called Defenders, are very dif- 
ferent from thoſe who originally aimed die appetation, 
and are all, as far as the Committee could diſcover, of the 
Roman Catholic perſuaſion; in general poor ignorant labour- 
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| TS 
| that they are afffling the Catholic cauſe; in other reſpeQs 
| they do not appear es have: any diſtin®t particular objecten 
view, mange from 
tithes, county ceſſes, and of low their rents. They 
kn appeared in the county of Land in conſiderable bodies 
in April laſt, ſeveral of them were armed, they aſſembled 
moſtly in the night and forced into the houſes of P 
and took from them their arms. The diſorders foon ſpreat 
through the counties of Meath, Cavan, Monaghan and other 
parts adjacent; at firſt they took nothing but arms, but 
afterwards they plundered che houſes of every thing they 
could find. Their meaſures appear to have been concerted 
— — 
larity and ſyſtem not uſual in people in ſuch mean con- 
dition, and as if directed by men of a ſuperior rank. Sums 
Tuner to u confiderable amount, have been levied and fill 
_ eominue” to be levied upon the Roman Catholics in all parts 
—_——— by ſubſcriptions and collections at their 
_ Chapels and elſe here; ſome of which levies have been made, 
and ſtill continue to be made under che authority of a 
printed cireular letter which has been ſent into all parts o 
N r 
inſert herein. 


S 
< By ts Me dated the Giftventh 
of January, L had the honour to forward you a plan for 
_ © a general ſubſcription, which had for ita object the raiſing 
_ * a fund for defraying the heavy and growing expences in- 
+ curred by the General Committee, in conducting the 
affairs of the Catholics of Ireland; as ſeveral miſtakes 
„ have occurred in the tranſmiſſion. of theſe letters, owing 
to my ignorance of the addreſs. of many of the delegates, 
Ian directed to inform you, that ſuch a plan is now in 
5 throughout the Kingdom. A meaſure ſo 

© ſtrongly. enforced by neceſſity, and fo conſonant to juſtice, 
.% cannee ſl to-attrat. your yern farians attention, the Com- 


of 


«K $3 
mittee having the moſt perfect reliance on your zeal, are 7 
4 therefore — 


Lm J 
« herfore conn that you will us your ben exertion 9 
« carry this neceſſary buſineſs into full ef. 6 

« Dublin, February 5th, 1793. 4 N 


. < Signed by the 49} 
« Secretary of the ſub-committee. 


a p. . It is hoped that you will cknowled 
— the fans tne hee ppc 
nn 


Fr 


tenanced and encouraged the defenders in their proceedings: 
and it appears that letters were written by a Member of the 
Committee of the Roman Catholics of Dublin, previous. $ 
the laſt Summer Aflizes, to a perſon reſident at | x 
C ͤ Ä 
Roman Catholic Committee, directed inquiries to be made, 
the offences of which the Defenders then in con- 

e e 

RF 


D. 9th rut 1792. | 


 « Dear Sir, LI 

Ae e your feds vue Bi inflabs aid 
* cloſing the different papers reſpeAting the buſineſs I wrote: 
«* you. Tt is with much regret that I am- obliged to reply, 
© that for the want of information on the ſubjeX matter 
rr 
« whether the alledged offence is or is not bailable ; the 
< Committee are | conſequently in the dark as to the mea- 


< ſures that ſhould be adopted, nor can your exertions ac- 
E „ celerate (as it ſeems) that period until the Affzes, when 
< you will be able to obtain office copies of the examina= 

© tjons. Mr. Nugent's brother left town this day truly 
e Giſconfolate, — Rew - 4 


lin, and diſperſed through the country, ſeem to have coun 
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be 0 
ſteady magiſtrates therein, who would exert themſelves. to 


iv T 
ce the libro of bis knn, he however tid ee 


g * the affair, * . 


„m, dear Sir, . 
Your obedient Servant, 
IG Jebn Sweet man. 


«PS, r thould bappen, be yl 
* eee 


Andi it does — that « bid perſon to whom the ſaid | 
letter was addreſſed at Dundalk, did employ at a conſider- 


able expence, an agent and counſel to act for ſeveral perfons 


who were accuſed of being Defenders, and were indicted 
for offences committed by them in the county of Louth; one 


of which offenders appears to be particularly named in the 
above letter. But the committee think i it their du ty to ſlate, 


that nothing appe red before them . which could lead the 


to believe that the body of the Roman Catholics in this 
kingdom were concerned j in promoting or countenancing 
ſuch diſturbances, or that they were privy to this applica- 
tion of any part of the. money which had deen evict? upon 
them, however ſuſpicicus the conduct of ill-diſpoſed indi- 
viduals. of their pertualions, reſident in Dublin may have 
been. If all the magiſtrates in the diſturbed counties had 
followed the ſpirited example of the few, who, much to 


their honour, exerted. themſelves with vigout and courage 


to ſupport the laws, the committee are perſuaded that theſe 
diftyrdances might have been ſuppreſſed ; but inſtead of doing 


ſo, much the greater part of them remained inactive. 


The committee are of opinion, that the beſt means of reſtor- 
ing permanent tranquillity in the diſturbed counties, would 
procure a. ſufficient. number of — reſolute, and 


maintain the public peace, and to cut off from theſe deluded 


| people, all hope or expectation of ſupport or defence ariſing 
from a common fund * 2 


1 1 

An unufual ferment has for ſome months paſt diſturbed, 
ſeveral parts of the north, particularly the town of Belfaſt, 
and the county of Antrim, it is kept and encouraged by ſe- 
ditious papers and pamphlets of the moſt dangerous ten- 
dency, printed at very cheap and inconſiderable rates in 


Dublin and Belfaſt, which iſſur almoſt daily from certain 


ſocieties of, men or clubs in both thoſe; places, calling 
themſelves committees under various deſcriptions, aud car- 
rying on a conſtant” correſpondence with each other. Theſe 
publications are. circulated, amongſt the, people with the 
utmoſt; induſtrys,and appear to be calculated to defune the 
Government and Parliament, and to render the people 
diſſatisfied; with their condition and with the laws. The 
conduct of the French is ſhamefully extolled, and recom- 
mended to the public V iew. as an example for imitation; 
hopes. and expectations have been held up of their aſiſtance 
by a deſcent upon this: kingdom, and prayers have been of- 
fered up at Belfaſt from the pulpit, for the ſuccefs of their 
arms, in the preſence of military aſſociations which have been 
newly levied and arrayed in that town. A body of men aſſo-— 
ciated themſelves in Dublin under the title of the firſt natio- 


nal battalion, their uniform is copied from the French, green 


turned up with white, white waiſtcoat and ſtriped trowſers, 
gilt buttons impreſſed with a harp and letters importing 
& Firſt National Battalion,” no Crowa but a device over 
the harp of a cap of Liberty upon a pike; two pattern coats 
were left at two ſhops in Dublin. Several bodies of men 
have bzen collected in different parts of the North, armed 
and diſciplized under officers choſen by themſelves, and com- 
poſed moſtly of the loweſt claſſes of the pe ple. Theſe 
bodies are daily encreafing i in numbers and force; they have 
exerted their beſt endeavours to p cure military men of ex-. | 
perience to act as their officers 3 ſome of them having ex- 
preſsly ſtated that there were men enough to be had, but 
that officers were what they-wanted. Stands of arms and 
gunpowder to a very large amount; much above the com 
mon confumption, have been ſent within theſe few months 
an to L mm and Newry, and orders your for a much 
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perſons, leſt it ſhould in any manner affe& any criminal 
| proſecution, or involve the perſonal fafety of any man whe 
has come forward to give them information. The reſult 
of their inquiries is, that in their opinion it is i ncompatit 


permit bodies of men in arms to aſſemble when 
without iy pl A A ane of a 


7 f 


greater quantity, which it appears could be'wanted only far 


military operations. At Belfaſt, bodies of men in arms are 
candle-light, and attempts have been made to ſeduce the 
foldiery, which, much to the honour of the King's forces, 
have proved ineffectual. The declared object of theſe mi- 


litary bodies is to procure a reform of Parliament, but the 


obvious intention of moſt of them appears to be to overawe 
the Parliament and the Government, and to dictate to both. 


they pleaſe 


that from the information received by his Excellency 
reſpect to various parts of the North of Ireland, addi- 
meaſures to thoſe hitherto employed. for preſerving 
public peace, are become neceſſary. It appears that in 
PIT — Antrim, Tyrone, Derry and Done- 
ſecret and treaſonable aſſociations ſtill continue to an 
degree, and that the perſons concerned in theſe 


i 


gal, 


in 


ES PADS ESASEPES DEEDS 


» 
= 


down great 
for the purpoſe of making pikes; that they have ſtolen great 
quantities of lead for the purpoſe of caſting bullets; that 
they privately by night exerciſe themſelves in the practice of 


t * 1 


aſſociations are attempting to deſeat all the exertions of the 


loyal and well diſpoſed, by the means of terror; that they 

threaten the lives of all who ſhall venture, from regard to 
their duty and oath of allegiance, to diſcover their treaſons; 
that they aſſemble in great numbers by night, and by threats 


and force diſarm the peaceable inhabitants; that they have 


fired on his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace when endeavour- 
ing to apprehend them in their nocturnal robberies; that 
they threaten by papers, letters, and notices, the perſons 


of thoſe who ſhall in any manner refiſt or oppoſe them ; 


that injtheir nightly excurſions for the purpoſe of diſarming 


bis Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, they diſguiſe their perſons and 


countenances ; that they endeavour to collect great quanti- 
ties of arms in concealed hiding-places ; that they have cut 
numbers of trees on the eſtates of the gentry, 


arms; that they endeavour to intimidate perſons from join- 
ing the yeomanry corps eſtabliſhed by law in order to refiſt 


a foreign enemy; that they refuſe to employ in manufac- 


tures thoſe. who enliſt in the ſaid corps; that they not only 


| threaten but ill-treat the perſons of the yeomanry, and even 


attack their houſes by night, and proceed to the barbarous 
of deliberate and ſhocking murder, as was exem- 


nlifed in Weir recent attack, and murder by night, of Mr. 


Comyns of Newtown Ards, and that they profeſs a reſolution - 
to aſſt the enemies of his Majeſty, if they ſhould he enabled | 


* land in this kingdom. 


It further appears that theſe diſturbances and outrages exit 


and even increaſe, as well in the diſtricts which have been 
procinumed, ns in other garts of che country. = 


In order therefore to reduce the perſons engaged in the 


aforeſaid treaſonable aſſociations, and guilty of the faid atro- 


cious outrages, to ſubordination to the laws, and to give con- 
fidence to the well diſpoſed among His Majeſty's ſubjects, 


and fecurity to their properties and their lives, and to prevent 
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"any affiſtance being given to the 1 the diſſoyal and 
diſaffected. His Excellency has commanded me to commu- 
nicate to you his poſit ive orders, that you take the moſt 
immediate and decifive meaſures for di ſpoſing of the military 


force under your command, aided by the yeomanry corps, for 


immediately difarming all perſons who ſhall not bear His 
Mlajeſty's commĩſſion, or are acting under perſons ſo com- 
miſſioned, or perſons holding commiſſions under the authority 


of the yeomanry act, or perſons acting under officers ſo com- 
miffioned, and after making ſuch — you are —— 
to carry ſuch diſarming into effect. 

His Excellency gives you this full beste in order to 
give your diſcretion the greateſt latitude, relying at the ſame 
time on your prudence and diſcernment in the exercife of it, 


ſo that the peaceable and well affected may be protected 


againſt the evil deſigns of thoſe who have threatened their 
lives and property with deſtruction.” 
His Excellericy further authorizes you to employ foree 


_ againſt any perſons aſſembled in arms, not legally authorized 
| fo to be, to diſperſe all tumultuous aſſemblies of perſons, tho! 


they may not be in arms, without waiting for the ſanction 


and affiftance of the civil authority, if in your opinion the 
peace of the realm or the ſafety of His Majeſty's faithful ſub- 
| Jects may be endangered by waiting for ſuch authority. 


His Excellency further authorizes you to conſider thoſe 


parts of the country where the outrages before ſtated have 
been committed, or where they ſhall ariſe, as being in a ſtate 
that requires all the meaſures of exertion and precaution 


which a country depending on military force alone for its pro- 


tection would require; and you are therfore required, to 
ſtation your troops with a view to interrupt communication 
between thoſe whom you may have reaſon to ſuſpect of evil 


deſigns; toeſtabliſh patroles on the high roads or other paſſes, 


and to ſtop all perſons paſſing and repaſling after certain hours 


of the night, and in order completely to carry into effect any 
orders or regulations, which in the circumſtances of the caſe 
— W. You are — 


— 70 


to ill 
His! 


Te 


TS} 


to iſſue notices ſtating the regulations, and calling upon 


His Majeſty” 8 ſudjests to be aiding and aſſiſting there in. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


75 Lieut. Gen. Lake. | T; P. 


Dublin Coftle, x8th May, 1707. 
My 158 


The Lord Lieutenant and Council having judged i it ex- 

| pedient to call upon his Majeſty's troops to exert their ut- 
moſt force to ſuppreſs a ſeditious and traiterous conſpiracy 
of perſons ſtiling themſelves United Iriſhmen, I am com- 
manded by his Excelleney to tranſmit to your Lordſhip a 
copy of the proclamation iſſued on this ſub ect, and to de= 
| fire that your Lordſhip will iſſue the neceſſary orders to 


the troops under your command in conſequence thereof. 


His Excellency has directed me to repreſent to your Lord- 
ſhip, that as the traiterous and treaſonable deſigns of thefe 
conſpirators extend to the ſubverſion cf the conſtitution 
and government, it will be neceſſary to take meaſures of 


general precaution, ſo that the troops may be prepared to 
act, whenever it becomes neceſſary to have recourſe to their 


exertions. In thoſe parts of the kingdom where theſe de- 


ſigns have been manifeſted by acts of open violence, it will 


be neceſſary to give the officers of his Majeſty's troops 
more preciſe directions for their conduct. In ſuch parts 
of the kingdom as have been diſturbed by nocturnal depre- 
dations, where the lives of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects have 


deen endangered by perſons collected in arms, attacking 

and firing upon their houſes, and where aſſemblies of per- 

ſons have been collected for the purpoſe of unlawfully cut- 

ting down trees, or perpetrating other acts of outrage, 

military precaution ſhould be adopted for the ſecurity of 

the lives and property of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, and 
O by: 


oppoſing 
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To Earl Carbampton, 


(3-1 


oppoſing by the moſt effectual means red daring acts of 
violence. | 
Diligent inquiry ſhould be V's . any con- 


eealed arins or ammunition, and for pikes, and pike han- 


dles, and upon information thereof, officers commanding 
parties ſhould be directed to ſearch for and ſeize the ſame. 


Any perſons armed with pikes or other weapons, in re- 


ſiſtance of his Majeſty's troops, are to be conſidered as re- 
bels and treated accordingly. All perſons exercifing them- 
ſelves in the uſe of arms, under perſons not holding his 
Majeſty or the Lord Lieutenant's commiſſion, are to be 
diſarmed and apprehended, and in caſe of refiſtance to be 
treated as rebels, aud as it appears to be a part of the ſyſ- 


tem of theſe conſpirators to take the opportunity of fune- 
rals and other occaſions to aſſemble conſiderable numbers 


of perſons, the officers of his Majeſty's army ſhould be di- 
| rected, in purſuance of this proclamation, to watch all 
| ſuch aſſemblies, and if, from their number or other cir- 
cumſtances, the public peace ſhould appear to be endan- 
gered, they will diſperſe them; and as various attempts 
have been made to ſeduce his Majeſty's troops from their 
duty and allegiance, you will direct all perſons of ſuſpi- 
cious appearance, who ſhall come within the lines of any 
encampment, barrack, or other ſtations of his . 0 
troops, to be detained, 
And his Excellency further deſires that your Lordſhip ; 
will, from time to time, communicate ſuch inſtructions to 
the officers of his Majeſty's troops, as you ſhall deem beſt 
adapted, for carrying into effect his Excellency's procla- 
mation, and as local exigencies may demand. : 


LLhave the hanour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
__ Humbleſervant, 
THOMAS PELHAM. 
Commander in Chief. 


In 


Im 
Count 
the mi 
civil 1 


aſſemb 


and th 


loyal 


— — — — 


1 | 
In obedience to the order of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council, it is the Commander in Chiefs commands, that 
the military do act without waiting for directions from the 
civil magiſtrates, in diſperſing any tumultuous unlawful 
aſſemblies of perſons, threatening the peace of the realm 
and the ſafety of the lives and Properties of his Majeſty” s 
80 ſubjects whereſoever collected. | 
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THE END. 
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